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  2022 CEMS Officers: 

President: Maggie Mandell, PE, Environmental Works, 

Inc., (301)943-2830, mmandell@environmentalworks.com  

Vice President: Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants, 

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 

Secretary: Karen Trantow Lim, CDH Consulting, LLC, 
(303)501-3415,  ktrantowlim@cdhconsult.com  

Tr easurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience,  

(303)277-1694, jfontana@vistageoscience.com 

Past President: Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc. 

(303)454-5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com 

CDPHE Liaison: Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE, 

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Rachel Blomberg, PE, CDPHE, (303)691-4024, 

rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

US EPA Liaison: Stephen Dyment, US EPA Region 8, 

(303)312-7044, dyment.stephen@epa.gov  

OPS Liaison: Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and Public 

Safety, (303)318-8535,  tom.fox@state.co.us  

Board Members: 
Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,  

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Rachel Blomberg, PE, CDPHE,  

(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc.,  

(303)487-1228, mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC,  

(303)572-0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com 

Glen Vallance, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, glen@cgrs.com 

Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC,  

(303)952-4850, mwhelan@anchorqea.com  

Committee Chairpersons:  
Monthly Programs:  

Andy Horn, PG, Westwater Hydrology LLC,  

(303)456-1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com  

Spring Movie Event: 

Monica Genadio, Environmental Science Partners, LLC, 

(720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com 

Fall Conference Co-Chairs: 

Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC,  

(303)952-4850, mwhelan@anchorqea.com  

Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC,  

(303)572-0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com 

Golf:   

Josh Lee, PE, Burns & McDonnell, (970)462-5051, 

jllee@burnsmcd.com  

Scholarship ï Co-Chairs:   

Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,  

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us 

Rachel Blomberg, PE, CDPHE,  

(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us 

Membership, Networking, and Outreach Committee ï 

Co-Chairs: Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc. 

(303)454-5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com  
Glen Vallance, CGRS, (970) 420-6840, glen@cgrs.com  

Administrative Assistant: Juliana Reid, CEMS, 

admin@coems.org   

From the Boardé Membership, 

Networking and Outreach by Glen 

Vallance, CGRS, Inc. 
It seems that a lot of conversations continue to 

revolve around the COVID pandemic as this was such a 

unique and unprecedented time. This is certainly 

understandable as our lives were upended for a significant 

period, which continues for some to a certain extent 

including remote work and/or school, and on-going virtual 

meetings. While our industry was able to persevere and 

business continued ñalmostò as usual, this experience has 

shown us we donôt always need to get together in-person to 

accomplish our goals.  Although, I, for one, appreciate 

meeting face-to-face with industry peers, shaking hands, 

and getting to know one another. This is one of the reasons 

I joined the Colorado Environmental Management Society 

(CEMS). 

My involvement with CEMS began in 2016.  I 

joined as a member to benefit from the monthly programs, 

fall conference and, of course, the networking 

opportunities.  I quickly decided I wanted to volunteer to 

support CEMS and participated with the Fall Conference 

Committee, which I am still involved in to this day. I was 

invited to become a member of the board of CEMS this 

year and am pleased to be writing this monthôs ñFrom the 

Boardò newsletter article. In addition to supporting the Fall 

Conference Committee, I am co-chair of the Membership, 

Networking, and Outreach Committee. 

    This committee is a relatively new concept at 

CEMS. We got off to a slow start during the pandemic, but 

we have worked to define the overall mission. This mission 

is to engage our members and provide value to our 

membership by connecting professionals in our industry 

across Colorado, and to promote broader cooperation with 

other local and national organizations.  

We are working to engage members by providing 

support to other CEMS committees ï Monthly Programs, 

Spring (Movie Night) Event, Golf, Scholarship, and Fall 

Conference. We will continue to seek out additional 

opportunities for membership networking throughout 

Colorado and will begin to actively engage with members 

across Colorado to support their membership expectations. 

And you will see us at other relevant conferences and 

outreach opportunities as CEMS exhibitors.  Make sure to 

stop by to visit when you see us out and about.    

Shortly, CEMS will plans to resume in-person 

monthly programs while keeping the virtual option 

available to those that canôt, or donôt wish to attend in-

person. This virtual attendance option will be of benefit to 

our members located farther from the Denver metro area, 

while the in-person  
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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  CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE  

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO  

By Peter D. Jaacks  

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C.  

June 2022  

   On June 6, 2022, the Environmental Protection Agency announced that it issued the first in what will be a series 

of Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) test orders requiring specified companies to conduct testing and submit results 

on per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) as part of its PFAS Strategic Roadmap. TSCA Section 4 authorizes the 

EPA to order manufacturers and/or processors to conduct testing on chemical substances when the substance (1) may 

present unreasonable risk or is produced in substantial quantities and may cause significant exposures to the 

environment or to humans, (2) there is insufficient information to accurately predict the effects of the substance, and (3) 

testing is necessary to develop this information. Under the EPAôs order, the Chemours Company, E.I. duPont De 

Nemours and Co., National Foam Inc., and Johnson Controls Inc. will be required to initiate testing on 6:2 

fluorotelomer sulfonamide betaine, a PFAS surfactant used in commercial firefighting foams. The EPA found there is 

currently insufficient data to determine impacts to human health related to inhalation of the chemical. The order is part 

of the EPAôs overall PFAS testing strategy, which seeks to develop more information on the impacts of PFAS to human 

health.  

 

 On June 9, 2022, the EPA issued a proposed rule revising and replacing the 2020 regulatory requirements for 

water quality certification under Clean Water Act (CWA) section 401. Under CWA section 401, a party seeking a 

federal permit or license for an activity that may result in a discharge to a water of the United States must first obtain 

state certification that the activity will not cause an exceedance of state water quality standards. A state may condition 

certification on requirements such as regular monitoring to ensure effluent limitations comply with state law. The CWA 

401 certification rule promulgated in 2020 limited the authority of states to impose conditions on certifications, and 

limited the timeframe states had to issue certifications. Following a Supreme Court stay of a challenge to the 2020 rule 

in April 2022, the EPA issued this proposed rule to revise the 2020 rule. The proposed rule reinstates a stateôs ability to 

place requirements and conditions on a project ñas a wholeò rather than just the point source discharges of the project. 

The proposed rule also allows state agencies to jointly determine with federal agencies whether to extend the time 

period for certification. Comments on the proposed rule must be received before August 8, 2022.  

  

  The EPA recently withdrew its direct final rule, which was to take effect on May 13, 2022, that would have 

recognized the new standard (ASTM E1527-21) for Phase I environmental site assessments. The ASTM E1527-21 

Standard defines the requirements for environmental professionals conducting Phase I site assessments to meet the ñall 

appropriate inquiryò (AAI) standard for liability protection under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation & Liability Act (CERCLA). The new standard was adopted into the AAI rules by final rule in March 

2022, with the caveat that the rule would be withdrawn if EPA received adverse comments. The final rule received 

adverse comments regarding confusion over whether the old E1527-13 standard would be formally withdrawn, since the 

final rule did not specify which standard environmental professionals should use. In response, EPA withdrew the final 

rule on May 2, 2022, and is now expected to issue two separate final rules: one formally adopting the new E1527-21 

standard and one formally rescinding the old E1527-13 standard.  

 

Are you a lawyer, looking for CLEs?   

CEMS offers a very inexpensive way to earn those needed CLEs.   

Just RSVP on the meeting link  and attend for free. 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-issues-first-test-order-under-national-testing-strategy-pfas-commercial-fire
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/09/2022-12209/clean-water-act-section-401-water-quality-certification-improvement-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/05/02/2022-09332/standards-and-practices-for-all-appropriate-inquiries
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From the Board (Continued from page 3) 

 

option will benefit those that prefer face-to-face. Look for an upcoming announcement about this soon. Additionally, 

you may have seen CEMS volunteers at the Geo-Tech Field Days in June and of course, look for us at the Fall 

Conference that will be held again at the Butterfly Pavilion in Westminster this September.     

Volunteering with CEMS is a rewarding experience and I have made a lot of great connections with many like-

minded people over the past six years. We are always looking for other industry professionals to help support our goals, 

so if volunteering is of interest, feel free to reach out through our website (www.coems.org), LinkedIn, or to myself or 

another CEMS board member or volunteer.  

 

Glen Vallance is a Principal and Environmental Services Manager at CGRSôs corporate headquarters located 

in Fort Collins, Colorado.  Mr. Vallance has 17 years of professional environmental experience, and he currently 

specializes in site assessment and remediation. In addition to managing five CGRS divisions, his experiences 

encompass a variety of tasks, including surface water quality studies, petroleum storage tank consulting, Phase I and II 

ESAôs, soil and groundwater assessment, aquifer characterization, and regulatory compliance.  Glen is a graduate of 

Colorado State Universityôs Natural Resources Department with a bachelorôs degree in Watershed Science.   

 

Looking for a New Position 

 
CEMS posts many job opportunities on our website. 

 http://www.coems.org/jobs  

If you or your company would like to post to our website, please just send over the job description,  

with contact information to admin@coems.org. 

We also will post resumes for our members to help you find new opportunities. 

Your company could be advertising here! 

 
Please follow the links to the webinar advertising and sponsorship page: 

 

 

WEBINAR ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

Or email admin@coems.org 

Members on the Move 
 

To be included in this section, submit your previous information along with your new information via email to 

admin@coems.org.  Changes must have occurred within the last three months, and your membership must be 

current. 

 

www.coems.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8271737/
mailto:Glen@cgrs.com
https://coems.org/leadership/
http://www.coems.org/jobs
mailto:admin@coems.org
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
mailto:admin@coems.org
mailto:admin@coems.org
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar  Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors 
 

 

http://www.cascade-env.com/cascade-chemistries
mailto:swisher@cascade-env.com
http://www.vistageoscience.com

