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HB21-1268

The act declares that new technologies such as: 
● Improved sensors 
● Blockchain 
● Advanced aerial observation platforms 
can improve monitoring, management, conservation, and allocation of water to fulfill 
obligations under Colorado water law and enhance confidence in the reliability of data 
underlying water rights transactions. To advance the potential use of these new 
technologies, the act: Authorizes and directs the University of Colorado and Colorado 
State University to conduct feasibility studies and pilot deployments of these new 
technologies to improve water management in Colorado.
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Interview and Survey 
Findings

● Identified gaps in water monitoring:

○ Groundwater monitoring, including 

groundwater/surface water interactions

○ Snowpack data and snowpack forecasts

○ Watershed health, wildfire resilience

○ Subsurface soil moisture data

● Case studies highlighted in the full report



What are the greatest challenges and issues that 
we face in Colorado water management? 

How does your organization address those 
challenges?
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What gaps exist in water and metric monitoring in 
Colorado?
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What technologies or tools are the most 
promising to aid in water management, either 
that you are already implementing or want to 
implement?
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What is the role of collaboration in making real 
impacts in water resource management in the 
Western US? 

Where are we working together well, and where 
are there growth opportunities?

8



What are the next steps?  Where do we begin?
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Is enough being done to address the challenges 
facing Colorado water resource management? 

What does the future of Colorado water look like?
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What gives you hope looking forward to the future 
of Colorado water?
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Questions?

Read the report 
here


