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CEMS February Luncheon Webinar:
Legislative Update from State Representative Alex Valdez: Colorado’s New and
Emerging Fence Line Air Monitoring Laws and Legislative Priorities for 2022
Colorado State Representative Alex Valdez
February 8, 2022, 11:45am-1pm
CEMS February Webinar Details and Registration Link
CEMS has applied for one (1) general CLE credit for this presentation
During the 2021 Legislative Session, the General Assembly passed HB21-1189, concerning additional public
health protection in relation to the emission of air toxics. The bill was signed by Governor Polis and is codified at
Section 25-7-141, C.R.S.
Representative Valdez will explain the purposes of HB21-1189 and provide an overview of how the new
legislation fits within prior laws and future plans to address long-recognized environmental justice concerns in
communities located near, and impacted by, industrial facilities. Representative Valdez will also discuss future plans
to introduce legislation to broaden air monitoring requirements to cover additional types of facilities and to lower
emission standards in an effort to improve Colorado’s air quality, especially along the front range and in communities
near industrial facilities. This presentation will also include a brief overview of Representative Valdez’s legislative
priorities for the 2022 Session.
Alex Valdez was born and raised in the Denver Metro area, and now resides in and represents House District
5, which encompasses downtown Denver, as well as one of the most polluted zip codes in the country. Prior to serving
in the Colorado Legislature, Alex founded one of Colorado’s largest solar companies.
In the Colorado House of Representatives Alex is the Chair of the Energy and Environment Committee, and
also serves on the State, Civic, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee. As Chair of the Latino Caucus and member
and former Chair of the LGBTQ Caucus, Alex is proud to bring representation to the State House and work amongst a
diverse cohort of legislators.
Since being elected, Alex has authored and passed laws to bolster Colorado’s community solar garden
industry, protect the public from air toxic emissions, improve the state’s mechanisms for dealing with cases of animal
cruelty, implement marijuana reform measures, and phase out single-use plastic bags and Styrofoam products. Alex
continues to advance environmental policies and equitable legislation, while also focusing on supporting families,
bolstering Colorado’s economy, and implementing COVID-19 relief measures for all Coloradans.
For complete topic information, full biographies, and registration, please follow this link: CEMS February Luncheon
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing detailed information about joining the webinar. If
you lose your registration or confirmation, or have questions, please contact CEMS via email: admin@coems.org.
CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsorship Program
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From the Board… Monthly Program
Update by Evan Singleton,
Gablehouse Granberg, LLC
I joined CEMS because I was looking for a quality
source for continuing education on the technical aspects of
the EHS profession. CEMS’s monthly programming didn’t
disappoint. In fact, it greatly exceeded my expectations, so
it wasn’t difficult to find the value that CEMS’s monthly
programs bring to its members and the broader EHS
community. Seeing the benefit that CEMS brings, I was
happy to volunteer at the committee level and then join the
Board of Directors.
One of my current roles is serving on the Monthly
Program Committee. The Program Committee is
responsible for finding speakers, running the monthly
presentations, completing the day-to-day tasks of providing
monthly programming, and obtaining the continuing
education credits that are necessary for many of our
members. Our goal is to provide high-quality presentations
on diverse topics that are important to Colorado’s EHS
industry.
To that end, in 2021 CEMS’s monthly program
topics included vapor intrusion mitigation, lessons learned
in groundwater remediation in the Denver Formation, the
Biden Administration’s environmental priorities, a “miniconference” on current environmental hot topics in the
mining industry, oil and gas well site emissions controls
and flowline regulations, new perspectives on horizontal
wells for characterization and remediation, Colorado’s new
environmental justice program, best practices in managing
sediment in critical water storage infrastructure, and legal
ethics. We hope our members, new and old, and regardless
of the stage of their careers, found these subjects interesting
and informational. The Programs Committee and Board are
very grateful for each of our volunteer presenters who put
in the time and effort to bring this knowledge to our
members. Having worked behind the scenes, I can say it is
no small task to put together these presentations.
We kicked off 2022 with a well-attended
presentation from one of our own board members, Rachel
Blomberg with the Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment’s Federal Facilities Remediation and
Restoration Unit. Rachel presented on new PFAS
remediation and characterization technologies being
utilized at Colorado’s military sites. In February, we have
State Representative Alex Valdez lined up to discuss
Colorado’s emerging fence line air emission monitoring
laws and proposed environmental legislation for the
General Assembly’s 2022 Regular Session.
(Continued on page 4)

2022 CEMS Officers:
President: Maggie Mandell, PE, Environmental Works,
Inc., (301)943-2830, mmandell@environmentalworks.com
Vice President: Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants,
(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com
Secretary: Karen Trantow Lim, CDH Consulting, LLC,
(303)433-9788, ktrantowlim@cdhconsult.com
Treasurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience,
(303)277-1694, jfontana@vistageoscience.com
Past President: Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc.
(303)454-5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com
CDPHE Liaison: Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,
(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us
Rachel Blomberg, PE, CDPHE, (303)691-4024,
rachel.blomberg@state.co.us
US EPA Liaison: Stephen Dyment, US EPA Region 8,
(303)312-7044, dyment.stephen@epa.gov
OPS Liaison: Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and Public
Safety, (303)318-8535, tom.fox@state.co.us

Board Members:
Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,
(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us
Rachel Blomberg, PE, CDPHE,
(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us
Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc.,
(303)487-1228, mjahn@tasman-geo.com
Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC,
(303)572-0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com
Glen Vallance, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, glen@cgrs.com
Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC,
(303)952-4850, mwhelan@anchorqea.com

Committee Chairpersons:
Monthly Programs:
Andy Horn, PG, Westwater Hydrology LLC,
(303)456-1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com
Spring Movie Event:
Monica Genadio, Environmental Science Partners, LLC,
(720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com
Fall Conference Co-Chairs:
Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC,
(303)952-4850, mwhelan@anchorqea.com
Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC,
(303)572-0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com
Golf:
Josh Lee, PE, Burns & McDonnell, (970)462-5051,
jllee@burnsmcd.com
Scholarship – Co-Chairs:
Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,
(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us
Rachel Blomberg, PE, CDPHE,
(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us
Membership, Networking, and Outreach Committee –
Co-Chairs: Brian LaFlamme, Ensero Solutions,
BLaFlamme@Ensero.com
Glen Vallance, CGRS, (970) 420-6840, glen@cgrs.com
Administrative Assistant: Juliana Reid, CEMS,
admin@coems.org
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CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE
FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO
By Peter D. Jaacks
Burns, Figa & Will, P.C.
January 2022
On December 27, 2021, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized the Fifth Unregulated
Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UMCR 5) under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). The rule is promulgated as part
of the EPA’s “PFAS Strategic Roadmap” under the authority given the EPA by section 1445(a)(2) of the SDWA, the
“Monitoring Program for Unregulated Contaminants.” Under the rule, public water systems will be required to monitor
for all 29 types of PFAS contaminants in public water supplies. Large public water systems serving 10,000 people or
more are required to monitor. Small public water systems serving between 25 and 10,000 people may be required to
monitor based on appropriations for the year. The testing requirements of the rule are specific to each of the 29 types of
PFAS and do not include aggregate methods of testing in a single water source. The rule includes a clause that allows
small PWS to test subject to laboratory availability. The EPA will use the collected data to inform how it will set PFAS
drinking water limits under the SDWA. The EPA will host public meetings throughout 2022 to address implementation
planning and sample collection.
On December 27, 2021 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) issued a final nationwide permit (NWP)
rule which renewed 40 NWPs and created one new NWP. Under the Clean Water Act (CWA), any project that will
discharge dredged or fill material into a water of the United States (WOTUS) must obtain a CWA Section 404 permit
from the USACE. The NWP is a streamlined permitting process for projects that meet specified requirements which
ensure minimal impacts to WOTUS. Permitting through the NWP program is significantly faster and less costly for
project developers than obtaining an individual CWA Section 404 permit. In September 2020, the USACE proposed to
reissue 52 existing and five new NWPs. In January 2021, the USACE reissued 12 existing and four new NWPs. This
rule reissues the remaining 40 existing NWPs and one new NWP. The 40 existing NWPs replaced by the final rule will
expire on February 24, 2022. The activities previously authorized under an expiring NWP that have commenced, are
under contract to commence, or have a verification letter stating an activity is covered by a NWP are allowed to
continue. The new NWP issued by this rule allows project developers to reshape existing drainage and irrigation ditches
to improve water quality with a NWP 41 permit. The 41 NWPs will take effect February 25, 2022.
On December 16, 2021, the Colorado Transportation Commission voted to approve the Department of
Transportation’s (CDOT) new Greenhouse Gas Planning Standard rule to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the
transportation sector, improve air quality, reduce smog, and provide more transportation options as an alternative to
driving. The Standard is one of several transportation strategies created by Colorado’s Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Reduction Roadmap and deals specifically with the planning stage. As transportation plans are developed with local
input, CDOT and the state’s five Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) must establish plans that meet emission
reduction levels through a mix of projects that limit and mitigate air pollution and improve quality of life and alternative
transportation options. The rule requires CDOT and the MPOs to determine the total greenhouse gas emission increases
or decreases to be expected from future transportation projects and evaluate the likelihood of causing a region to
become a Nonattainment Area under the Clean Air Act, then identify programs included in the plan that will mitigate
emissions. The rule becomes effective January 30, 2022.
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From the Board (Continued from page 2)
The topic for March is Technologically Enhanced Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials, or TENORM. We will
have one or more presenters from CDPHE to explain Part 20 of the TENORM regulation and the implementation
guidance. Additional topics will be announced in the near future. We hope you can join us for our Spring lineup.
The Committee is also thankful to our members who, despite the pandemic and switch to a virtual platform,
continue to attend the presentations and show their support. Attendance levels have remained consistent, and even
slightly increased, since we switched from in-person luncheons to webinars. The Committee continues to monitor
COVID with an eye towards returning to in-person luncheons. I know we all miss seeing each other face-to-face and
networking. That said, given the success of our webinars, we are also considering going to a hybrid in-person/virtual
format in the future. Please stay tuned for updates, and if you have any comments about our webinars, please share
your thoughts. You can contact me directly at esingleton@gcgllc.com.
In order to continue to meet our goal of covering a wide range of topics, we would also love to hear from you
about areas/topics that we may be missing or that are of interest to you. And, as always, if you are interested in
presenting as part of our monthly programs, please reach out to me or our Committee chair, Andy Horn:
Andy@WestwaterHydro.com. We look forward to bringing our members a successful slate of programming in 2022.
Evan is an Associate Attorney at Gablehouse Granberg, LLC. He earned his bachelor’s degree in political science with
a minor in business from Colorado State University, and his J.D. from Arizona State University. During law school,
Evan served as a member on the university’s Energy Policy Innovation Council, a joint program between the law
school and other grad programs focusing on law, engineering/science, sustainability, and public policy in the energy
sector. He also presented on international environmental law at the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
conference in Bonn Germany in 2013. Evan’s practice focuses on environmental litigation, clean air, clean water, and
hazardous and solid waste. When he’s not working, you can probably find Evan skiing or rafting in Colorado’s high
country.

Members on the Move
To be included in this section, submit your previous information along with your new information via email to
admin@coems.org. Changes must have occurred within the last three months, and your membership must be current.

Are you a lawyer, looking for CLEs?
CEMS offers a very inexpensive way to earn those needed CLEs.
Just RSVP on the webinar link and attend for free.
Looking for a New Position
CEMS posts many job opportunities on our website.
http://www.coems.org/jobs
If you or your company would like to post to our website, please just send over the job description,
with contact information to admin@coems.org.
We also will post resumes for our members to help you find new opportunities.
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Your company could be advertising here!
Please follow the links to the webinar advertising and sponsorship page:

WEBINAR ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!
Or email admin@coems.org
Presentation Opportunities for Upcoming CEMS Meetings
The CEMS Program Committee is currently searching for "interesting, topical and informative" presentations for our
meetings in 2022. This is a great opportunity to network with your peers, share information and technology, and become
more involved with the environmental community. CEMS is interested in an assortment and variety of topics relevant to
environmental and natural resources professionals. Each monthly presentation is roughly 50 minutes, followed by a
question-and-answer period.
If you or someone you know is interested in presenting at our monthly meetings, or our annual conference, please
feel free to contact our Programs Committee: Chairperson Andy Horn at Andy@WestwaterHydro.com, or Members Steve Brauner at SBrauner@environmentalworks.com, Cynthia Teel at cynthia.teel@lathropgpm.com, Evan Singleton at
esingleton@gcgllc.com, and Janet Castle at jcastle@eaglesynergistic.com.
Comments or suggestions from previous meetings, including the Annual Fall Conference, are also welcome. Let
us know if we can publish them in the newsletter or website.
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COLORADO ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SOCIETY
2022 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
The Colorado Environmental Management Society (CEMS) is a non-profit organization created in 1985 to provide a
forum for the exchange of information concerning technologies, laws and regulations, and other current environmental
issues. CEMS membership consists of technical and legal professionals from environmental organizations, government
agencies, academia, industry and the private sector.
Mission Statement
To provide a mechanism for professional enhancement of its members with respect to environmental and health and
safety (EHS) management. In addition, CEMS seeks to serve government, industry, environmental organizations and
individuals in the development and use of prudent EHS management practices in the State of Colorado. It is the intent
of the Society to be the premier non-profit professional EHS management organization in Colorado.
Scholarship Application and Information website
Eligibility
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students must be currently enrolled in and attending an undergraduate or graduate program at a Colorado
university or college.
Applicants cannot graduate before the end of the 2022 Fall semester.
Students must be studying engineering, geology, environmental sciences, law, or another field in which address
environmental issues.
Students must intend to work in an environmental field.
Students must complete and return the application as noted below.
CEMS Officers, CEMS Board of Directors, the CEMS Scholarship Selection Committee, and family members
of these individuals are not eligible to receive these scholarships.

General Information
•

•

CEMS plans to award up to three scholarships: One for an undergraduate, one for a graduate (Master’s or
Doctoral) student, and one for a law student. The amount to be awarded in 2022 is up to $2,500 per scholarship.
Awardees will be notified on or before March 31, 2022 and will be announced on our website after all awardees
have been notified.
In addition to monetary compensation, awardees selected to receive this scholarship:
o Will have their essays and biographies published in the CEMS monthly newsletter.
o Will receive a one-year free membership to CEMS. Awardees and a colleague may attend each monthly
meeting at no charge.
o Awardees must attend one monthly CEMS meeting in the spring/summer of 2022 to be recognized and
honored by our membership. Meetings occur from 11:30-1:00 p.m. the second Tuesday of each month via a
GoToMeeting Virtual call or meeting at EPA Region 8 offices at 1595 Wynkoop St., in Denver (tbd).
o Awardees are invited to participate in a poster session at the CEMS Fall Conference in fall.

CEMS 2022 Scholarship Application (.docx)
CEMS 2022 Scholarship Application (.pdf)
Return completed application via email to: scholarships@coems.org
Applications must be received by midnight Mountain Standard Time on Tuesday, March 1, 2022
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MEMBERSHIP – RENEWALS & NEW MEMBERS
A big thank you to all those members who renewed, and welcome to our newest members.

New – Individual

Renew – Individual

Travis Asher, Matrix Design Group, Inc.
Mark Blanchard, HydroGeologic, Inc.
Betty Van Pelt, Matrix Design Group, Inc.
Wes Wiley, EN Rx

David Gratson, Environmental Standards, Inc.
Dorthea Hoyt, EA Engineering, Science, and Technology, Inc. PBC
Angela Ledgerwood, Animas Environmental Services, LLC
Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC
Cathryn Stewart, Swift River Environmental Services

Renewal – Corporate
Burns McDonnell
Sophia Akhtar
Bradley Byrne
Bonnie Elder
Derek Holscher
Gretchen Mathiason
Kari Soltau
Angelina Woehler

Raghvinder Arora
Jay Claussen
Stephen Ensley
Kalli Kilmer
Jennifer Molchan
Brooke Skaley
Stephen Wood

Jennifer Bell
Brad Coleman
Jennifer Harris
Josh Lee
Natalie Moreno
Chris Thebo

Crystal Bravo-Cogar
Kori Davis
Jennifer Henry
Ryann Loomis
Erica Powell
Mike Thomas

Greg Buck
David Dean
Brooke Hines
Connor Marr
Jackie Smith
Stone Urban

Kunal Parikh

Gabe Racz

Jerry Raisch

Charles Barker
James Bowie
Daniel Burns
Kevin Cernik
Kendra Coreas
Donna Fabyanic
Robert Grenzke
Patrick Harrell
Brooke Herb
Stuart Hyde
Brian Kelly
Richmond Leeson
Jonathan Mata
Jon Mcclurg
Erin Mortensen
Gregory Palese
Paul Pigeon
Micah Richey
Liz Schaack
Daniel Smith
Todd Stong
Brian Sulzberger
Devin Toth
Robert Webber

Eric Baum
Jeffrey Braden
Brandon Calderon
TingTing Chen
Matthew Cornellisson
Michael Furtaw
Eryn Hall
Dakota Hatch
Marcie Hersh
Ryan Jedrzejak
Korey Kennedy
Jones Lefae
Kyle Matherne
Costin Mcqueen
Christopher Muth
John Peterson
Roger Pihl
Christopher Roy
Cindy Scott
Fatima Smith
Erich Stremel
Khemarat Suthiwan
Jared Tyra
Kayla White

Stacey Baum
Brittany Bradley
Kevin Carpenter
Parker Coit
Addison Darr
Bonnie Gibson
Tricia Hall
Dustin Held
Sarah Hoffman
Curtis Jeffries
Macy Kiel
Joshua Logan
Boyd Matheson
Daniel Moir
Julie Nhan
Sierra Peterson
Brendan Purcell
Jeffrey Rusch
Christopher Shephard
Matthew Somogyi
Arlen Striegl
Daniel Thomas
Jessie Velander
Candace Whitten

Vranesh and Raisch, LLP
Justine Beckstrom
Gene Riordan

Rachel Bolt

WSP USA Inc.
Joshua Adams
Ashley Ager
Cameron Beul
Frederick Booth
Payden Breneman
Andrew Bullinger
Eric Carroll
Matthew Cashimer
Geralyn Collins
Desiree Colon-Oyola
Stephen Der Tatevasion Jeremy Espinoza
Ryan Gillespie
Andy Goetz
Eric Hallen
Reece Hanson
Dylan Helt
Devin Hencmann
Kathlene Hogrefe
Erin Hunter
Tahni Jungst
Stephen Kahn
Ryan Kritzberger
Susan Laitsch
Donald Lowry
Kelly Malone
Elsie Mcbride
Mark Mcclain
Katelan Moreland
Joanna Moreno
Jason Obermeyer
Ann Odasz
Justin Phelps
Alecia Phillips
Christopher Purcell
Charles Radford
Daniel Saiz
Jacob Sauer
Travis Short
Brian Skyles
David Stainback
Laura Stodola
Todd Strong
Timothy Sullivan
Glenn Thompson
Javier Toquinto
Emma Wager
Brian Washburn
Joseph Wildeman
Ryan Zernis

