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CEMS October Luncheon Webinar:  

 

Environmental Justice at  

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 

 

Joel Minor, Environmental Justice Program Manager, CDPHE 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021, 11:45am-1pm  

 
CEMS October Webinar Registration Link 

 
CEMS has receive one (1) general CLE credit for this presentation. 

 

This presentation will discuss CDPHE’s initiatives to advance environmental justice, including efforts to implement 

multiple new statutes.  The presentation will first define environmental justice.  Then it will cover the history and 

background of efforts to address environmental justice at CDPHE.  Next, it will discuss the formation of CDPHE’s 

new Environmental Justice Unit, and the work that the Unit will be doing.  Then the presentation will provide an 

overview of the eight bills signed into law during the 2021 legislative session that address environmental justice: 

HB21-1266, HB21-1189, HB21-1290, SB21-87, SB21-181, SB21-249, SB21-260, and SB21-272.  There will be a 

more in-depth discussion about CDPHE’s efforts to implement the Environmental Justice Act (HB21-1266) and Air 

Toxics Act (HB21-1189).  The presentation will close with a discussion of best practices for community engagement, 

based on CDPHE’s Office of Health Equity’s SWEET Tool for Authentic Community Engagement. 

 

Joel Minor (he/him) is the manager of CDPHE’s Environmental Justice Unit.  Prior to joining CDPHE in June 2021, 

he served as an Assistant Attorney General (AG) in the Resource Conservation Unit within the Natural Resources and 

Environment Section of the Colorado Attorney General’s Office.  His primary client was the Colorado Oil and Gas 

Conservation Commission (COCGG), and he represented COGCC staff in the agency’s rulemakings to implement 

Senate Bill 19-181.  Prior to the AG’s Office, Joel was a senior associate attorney at Earthjustice, where he 

represented north Denver community organizations in environmental justice matters, and conservation and tribal 

community groups in litigation over federal oil and gas regulations and leasing decisions.  Before joining Earthjustice, 

Joel clerked for Hon. Carlos F. Lucero of the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver.  Joel earned his J.D. and M.S. 

in Environmental & Resources with a concentration in atmospheric science at Stanford, and a B.A. in Environmental 

Policy at Colorado College.   

 

For complete topic information, a full biography, and registration, please follow this link: CEMS October Luncheon 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing detailed information about joining the webinar.  If 

you lose your registration or confirmation, or have questions, please contact CEMS via email: admin@coems.org. 

CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsorship Program 
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From the Board… Emerging from our 

Cocoons by Suzanne Gabriele, 

Geosyntec Consultants 
 

 On Tuesday, September 14, 2021, CEMS members 

gathered for the Fall Conference at the Butterfly Pavilion in 

Westminster. 

 The last time CEMS gathered for its Fall Conference was 

October 2019. The theme in 2019 was “Economic Growth and 

Sustainability: Finding the Balance between Population Growth 

and Environmental Stewardship.” The event was held at the 

Denver Bronco’s stadium, as it had been for a few years leading 

up to this date. In between technical talks, one could go outside 

of the air-conditioned environment and sit in the stands to watch 

the crew prepare for the nationally televised Thursday night 

game. The event had a host of excellent speakers and the well-

attended audience provided great questions.  

 As is typically the case, the CEMS Fall Conference 

Planning Committee met in early February 2020 to begin 

planning the 2020 event. By March 2020, we had put together a 

draft conference theme to present to the Board; that Board 

meeting was the first virtual Board meeting CEMS had ever had 

and all Board meetings since then have been virtual. The 

Committee had also cleared and set dates (once again at the 

football stadium) for the event (the final date would depend on 

the NFL schedule that had yet to be released). By April 2020, 

CEMS had postponed the Spring movie night due to Covid-19, 

but the Board was contemplating showing the movie during the 

evening of the Fall Conference. However, in May 2020, the Fall 

Conference Planning Committee made its recommendation to the 

Board to cancel the 2020 Fall Conference. 

 Fast forward to February 2021, and the report to the 

Board from the Fall Conference Planning Committee was that it 

was ready to begin planning the 2021 Fall Conference, landing 

on the same theme it had for 2020 (still relevant) – “Colorado’s 

Ever Evolving Regulatory Landscape” – and looking at an in-

person event for early September (rather than October) with 

indoor technical sessions and outdoor dining and happy hour.  By 

April 2021, the Committee had identified the Butterfly Pavilion 

as the ideal space for this event. 

 In a typical year, locking in on a theme, date, venue, and 

caterer is all one would need to attract speakers, sponsors, and 

conference attendees. This year, however, there were 

unprecedented uncertainties to face around the pandemic. The 

Committee rose to the challenge, securing a full day of engaging 

technical speakers, seven (7) continuing legal education (CLE) 

credits, generous sponsors, and a flexible meeting space where 

attendees could enjoy extra elbow room and fresh air. 

 The day was energizing, the weather was spot on, the 

sponsor swag was abundant, and we all learned a thing or two  
(Continued on page 4) 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

2021 CEMS Officers: 
President: Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc. 

(303)454-5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com 

Vice President: Maggie Mandell, PE, Environmental 

Works, Inc., (301)943-2830, 

mmandell@environmentalworks.com  

Secretary: Monica Genadio, Environmental Science 

Partners, LLC, (720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com 

Treasurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience,  

(303)277-1694, jfontana@vistageoscience.com 

Past President: Brian LaFlamme, Ensero Solutions, 

BLaFlamme@Ensero.com 

CDPHE Liaison: Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE, 

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Rachel Blomberg, CDPHE, (303)691-4024, 

rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

US EPA Liaison: Stephen Dyment, US EPA Region 8, 

(303)312-7044, dyment.stephen@epa.gov  

OPS Liaison: Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and 

Public Safety, (303)318-8535,  tom.fox@state.co.us  
 

Board Members: 
Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,  

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Rachel Blomberg, CDPHE,  

(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants,  

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 

Andy Horn, Westwater Hydrology LLC,  

(303)456-1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com 

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc.,  

(303)487-1228, mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC,  

(303)572-0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com  
 

Committee Chairpersons:  
Monthly Programs:  

Andy Horn, Westwater Hydrology LLC,  

(303)456-1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com  

Spring Movie Event: 

Monica Genadio, Environmental Science Partners, LLC, 

(720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com 

Fall Conference Co-Chairs: 

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants,  

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 

Michael Whelan, Anchor QEA, LLC,  

(303)952-4850, mwhelan@anchorqea.com  

Golf:   

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc.,  

(303)487-1228, mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Scholarship – Co-Chairs:   

Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,  

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us 

Rachel Blomberg, CDPHE,  

(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us 

Membership, Networking, and Outreach 

Committee: Brian LaFlamme, Ensero Solutions, 

BLaFlamme@Ensero.com 

Glen Vallance, CGRS, (970) 420-6840, glen@cgrs.com  
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Looking for a New Position 
CEMS posts many job opportunities on our website. 

 http://www.coems.org/jobs  

If you or your company would like to post to our website, please just send over the job description,  

with contact information to admin@coems.org. 

We also will post resumes for our members to help you find new opportunities. 

CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE 

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO 

By April D. Hendricks 

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C. 

September 2021 

 On August 30, 2021, the EPA granted a 2007 petition from the Natural Resources Defense Council and the 

Pesticide Action Network North America requesting the revocation of all chlorpyrifos tolerances. Chlorpyrifos is an 

insecticide, acaricide, and miticide that has been used to control insects and pests in both agricultural and non-

agricultural settings since 1965. This pesticide is commonly used on crops, including soybeans, fruit and nut trees, 

broccoli, and cauliflower. Earlier this year, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ordered that the EPA either revoke all 

tolerances or modify those tolerances and certify that the EPA has determined that, with those modifications, there is a 

reasonable certainty that no harm will result from exposure to the pesticide. In its final rule, the EPA stated that it could 

not conclude that the risks from aggregate exposure to chlorpyrifos meets the safety standard of the Federal Food, Drug, 

and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA). Exposure to chlorpyrifos has been associated with neurotoxicity and other neurological 

effects in children. The tolerance revocation for this pesticide will not become effective until February 28, 2022; after 

this date, products treated with chlorpyrifos can still be sold, as long as it can be shown that application of the pesticide 

occurred in a lawful manner.  

 On September 3, 2021, the Environmental Protection Agency announced a new rulemaking proceeding 

involving five persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic (PBT) chemicals: 2,4,6-tris(tert-butyl)phenol (2,4,6-TTBP); 

decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE); hexachlorobutadiene (HCBD); pentachlorothiophenol (PCTP); and phenol, 

isopropylated phosphate (3:1) (PIP (3:1)). Earlier this year, pursuant to Section 6(h) of the Toxic Substances Control 

Act (TSCA), the EPA issued final rules for each of these chemicals limiting or prohibiting their manufacture, import, 

processing, and distribution. In March, the EPA requested additional public input concerning the final rules, pursuant to 

direction from the Biden Administration, and the EPA’s recent announcement stated that the agency was considering 

revisions to its previous final rules in order to further reduce the risk of exposure to these chemicals, promote 

environmental justice, and protect human health and the environment. The new rulemaking for these five PBTs will not 

begin until 2023, and except for certain provisions of the PIP 3:1 final rule, the existing rules will remain in effect in the 

interim. PIP 3:1 is a flame retardant and additive commonly used in hydraulic fluid, lubricants, industrial coatings, 

adhesives, sealants, and plastics. Because the original deadlines prohibiting the processing and distribution of PIP 3:1 

raised concerns about the disruption of supply chains for consumer and commercial goods, the EPA is extending those 

deadlines to March 8, 2022. EPA intends to solicit comments on a further extension of the March 8, 2022 deadline for 

PIP 3:1 compliance.  

 On September 8, 2021, the EPA announced the availability of its Preliminary Effluent Guidelines Program Plan 

15, prepared pursuant to the Clean Water Act (CWA) requirement that the EPA biennially publish a plan for new and 

revised effluent limitation guidelines. Plan 15 discusses EPA’s 2020 review of effluent limitations guidelines and 

pretreatment standards, provides an update on the EPA’s analyses and tools used as part of its review process, and 

discusses several new and upcoming proposed rulemakings. In Plan 15, the EPA announced three new rulemakings, 

including two relating to PFAS discharges: to establish discharge standards for PFAS from the organic chemicals, 

plastics, and synthetic fibers category; and to revise limitations on PFAS discharges from chromium plating operations. 

The EPA also announced that it would be undertaking more detailed studies of PFAS discharges from landfills and 

textile mills. 

http://www.coems.org/jobs
mailto:admin@coems.org
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-08-30/pdf/2021-18091.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/chemicals-under-tsca/epa-announces-plan-new-rulemaking-pbt-chemicals-extends-existing-compliance
https://www.epa.gov/eg/preliminary-effluent-guidelines-program-plan
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Members on the Move 
 

Karen Trantow Lim, P.G. and Jim Short, P.G. have moved on from 

WSP USA to join a small traditional environmental consulting firm 

based in the front range, CDH Consulting, LLC.  CDH was 

established 3 years ago by Chris Del Hierro to support all industry, 

with a focus toward oil & gas.  The company has employees based in 

the Denver metro area, as well as in Texas to support operations in 

the Permian.  Environmental services provided by CDH include due 

diligence audits, phase I/II environmental site assessments, air 

permitting and emission inventories, annual compliance reporting, 

LDAR, SPCC plans, SARA Title III reporting, stormwater permits 

and plans, NPDES permitting, reclamation, pollution prevention and 

waste management.  CDH top clients operate nationwide, primarily 

in the oil & gas industry in Colorado, New Mexico, North Dakota, 

Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming.  

Karen Trantow Lim, P.G.   

Program Manager, Environmental Compliance  

KTrantowLim@CDHConsult.com  

(303)501-3415  

 

To be included in this section, submit your previous information along with your new information via email to 

admin@coems.org.  Changes must have occurred within the last three months, and your membership must be 

current. 

 

 

From the Board (Continued from page 2) 

 

(or three) from our speakers. Many thanks to the Board for supporting 

this reimagined event; the speakers, sponsors, and members who 

attended; and especially the amazing Committee members: Michael 

Whelan, Suzanne Gabriele, Evan Singleton, Melissa Armstrong, Janet 

Castle, Glen Vallance, and Rannen Worsley. A special shout-out goes 

to Juliana Reid for her behind-the scenes and day-of support. If you’d 

like to volunteer with the 2022 Fall Conference Planning Committee 

or any of CEMS Committees, please reach out. 

 

 Suzanne Gabriele is a Principal Engineer with Geosyntec 

Consultants based in Colorado with more than 30 years of experience 

focused on environmental, health, safety (EHS) and sustainability 

management for a variety of sectors including municipal government, 

manufacturing, mining, oil and gas, and food processing. Ms. 

Gabriele works with a variety of organizations on strategies to 

improve EHS performance and performance management and serves 

as strategic advisor to both corporate and operational levels of 

organizations. 

 

CEMS Board and Fall Conference Committee Member, 

Evan Singleton, wore a shirt that attracted an owl 

butterfly. 

mailto:KTrantowLim@CDHConsult.com
mailto:admin@coems.org
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Your company could be advertising 

here! 
Please follow the links to the webinar 

advertising and sponsorship page: 

 

WEBINAR ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

Or email admin@coems.org 
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Presentation Opportunities for Upcoming CEMS Meetings 
 

The CEMS Program Committee is currently searching for "interesting, topical and informative" presentations for our 

meetings in 2021 and beyond. This is a great opportunity to network with your peers, share information and technology, 

and become more involved with the environmental community.  CEMS is interested in an assortment and variety of 

topics relevant to environmental and natural resources professionals. Each monthly presentation is roughly 50 minutes, 

followed by a question-and-answer period.  

If you or someone you know is interested in presenting at our monthly meetings, or our annual conference, 

please feel free to contact our Programs Committee: Chairperson Andy Horn at Andy@WestwaterHydro.com, or 

Members - Steve Brauner at SBrauner@environmentalworks.com, Cynthia Teel at cynthia.teel@lathropgpm.com, Evan 

Singleton at esingleton@gcgllc.com, and Janet Castle at jcastle@eaglesynergistic.com.  

 Comments or suggestions from previous meetings, including the Annual Fall Conference, are also welcome.  

Let us know if we can publish them in the newsletter or website.   

 

 
Are you a lawyer, looking for CLEs?   

CEMS offers a very inexpensive way to earn those needed CLEs.   

Just RSVP on the webinar link and attend for free. 

RECRUIT AND PROFIT!! 
Recruit a NEW individual member for CEMS and get a credit voucher!  For each person you persuade to join CEMS, 

you will be issued a credit voucher that you can apply to the CEMS fee of your choice, whether it be a luncheon, 

workshop or your own membership renewal.  Note that you cannot take credit for a member’s renewal.  However, there 

is NO LIMIT to the number of vouchers you can accumulate.  Just have the new member put your name on the referral 

portion of the Membership Application Form.  And keep those new members coming! 

 

https://eaglesynergistic.com/
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Thank you 2021 CEMS Conference Sponsors! 

 

Thanks to our Monarch Sponsors 

Thanks to our Chrysalis Sponsors 
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Thank you 2021 CEMS Conference Sponsors! 

 

Thanks to our Chrysalis Sponsors (continued) 

Thanks to our Caterpillar Sponsors 

Thanks to our Leaf Sponsor 

Thanks to our Print Sponsor               Thanks to our Name Badge Sponsor 
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 MEMBERSHIP – RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 
A big thank you to all those members who renewed, and welcome to our newest members. 

New – Individual 
Alaina Armel, AECOM 

Rachel Badger, Denver Water 

Jeffrey Baker, Independent Consultant 

Claire Dolphin, Anchor QEA 

Rick Farrand, Weston Solutions, Inc. 

Mike Gefell, Anchor QEA 

Paul Gruca, CWP, Weaver Consultants Group 

Kyle Gustafson, Anchor QEA 

Fritz Krembs, Trihydro 

Michael, Krenek, Field Geo Services, Inc. 

Mark Mathews, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 

Morgen Ray, eAnalytics Laboratory 

Shauna Ritter, EDR/LightBox 

Trevor Walker, HUESKER Inc. 

Renew – Individual 
Melissa Armstrong, Integral Consulting, Inc.  

Janet Castle, Eagle Synergistic Optimizing Technologies, LLC 

Brian Davis, Waste Management of Colorado, Inc. 

Bill Hammerich, Colorado Livestock Association 

Chad Howell, City of Thornton 

Kathleen Madigan, 2Dot Consulting 

Bobby Templin, Bureau of Land Management 

Michael Whelan, Anchor QEA 

 

New – Corporate 

CTEH, LLC 
Eric Farstad  Michael Lumpkin Tami McMullin  Erin Miller 

 

Renewal – Corporate 

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc. 
Tiffany Adams Griffin Anderson Constandina (Coco) Apergis   Emmy Apostol 

Kyle Barber  Olivia Bojan  Alex Bray   Lisa Burgess  Jeremy Chesher 

Jill Cooper  Jim Cowart  Jake Crum  Rebecca Daprato Craig Demoney 

Johanna Eidmann Joseph Esseichick Luke Fitzgerald David J. Folkes, P.E. Steve Foster 

Suzanne Gabriele Steve Gallegos Elizabeth Gallo  Jonathan Gillen Chase Holton 

Shahen Huda  Danielle Kerper  Jason Kerstiens Theodore E. Kuehster, P.E.   

Jeffrey P. Kurtz, Ph.D.   Martina K. Litasi Betsy McLaughlin Eric Lovenduski 

Patrick Medland Cheryl Melino  Rich Murray  Barb Neary  Mike Nelson   

Kathy Nieto  Don Poulter  David Riotte  Gabriel Sabadell Jenn Smith   

Emily Stockwell Scott Struck  Helen Thomas  Colette VanStraaten Sarah Walker   

Jean Zodrow  

 

 

 


