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June 2021 

CEMS Luncheon Webinar (1 of 2 in June) 

 

New COGCC Flowline Regulations – Series 1100 

Anita Cuevas, President, Integrity Compliance Consultants, LLC 

Tuesday, June 8, 2021, 11:45am-1pm 

Registration Link  

CEMS has received one (1) general CLE credit for this presentation 

 

 In April 2017, an abandoned oil and gas flowline caused a tragic explosion in a residential home that killed two 

people and critically injuring one other. As a result, between 2018 and 2020, the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission (COGCC) promulgated new regulations under Flowline Regulations (Series 1100) due to the Firestone 

incident and increased housing development expansion, and oil and gas production activity. SB 19-181 ensures that oil 

and gas development and operations in Colorado are regulated in a manner that protects public health, safety, welfare, 

the environment and wildlife resources. In addition, SB-19-181 directed the Commission to engage in rulemaking to 

allow “the public disclosure of flowline information and evaluate and determine when a deactivated flowline must be 

inspected before being reactivated.” These new regulations require registration, design, construction, mapping and 

operating requirements for flowlines, crude oil transfer lines, and produced water systems. This presentation will 

review these requirements and their mission to provide public input and transparency while assuring public safety. 

Anita Cuevas has over 35 years of engineering experience in the oil and gas pipeline industry. Ms. Cuevas has 

provided leadership and consulting services in the following areas: pipeline integrity management, project 

management, pipeline regulatory compliance, risk management, pipeline construction support, environmental 

compliance, environmental permitting, and environmental remediation.  Ms. Cuevas has been a principal in three 

regulatory compliance consulting firms providing her expertise and experience from her years in the industry and 

specifically in providing regulatory insight, jurisdictional evaluations, and rule interpretations. Ms. Cuevas was a key 

player and collaborator in the OPS Risk Management Demonstration Program representing Kinder Morgan’s gas 

pipeline assets prior to the implementation of the pipeline integrity regulations. She has additional experience in 

developing and implementing Integrity Management Programs, O&M Procedures, Emergency Response Plans, Public 

Awareness Plans, Damage Prevention Programs, and Control Room Management Plans for pipeline operators. Ms. 

Cuevas, a Rice University civil engineering graduate, lives in Aurora, CO with her husband and three cats. She enjoys 

hiking, gardening and spending time with family. 

Please use this Registration Link.  After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing detailed 

information about joining the webinar.  If you lose your registration or confirmation, or have questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact CEMS via email admin@coems.org. 

CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsorship Program 

 
Annual CEMS Scholarship  
& Charity Golf Tournament 

 

REGISTRATION IS LIVE!   
 

See page 10 for additional information. 

https://coems.org/golf/
https://coems.org/golf/
https://coems.org/golf/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6030244449690471181
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6030244449690471181
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6030244449690471181
mailto:admin@coems.org
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
https://coems.org/golf/
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CEMS Luncheon Webinar (2 of 2 in June) 

Virtual or In-Person at Geotech Field Days 

WQCD Dewatering General Permit Renewals 

Al Stafford, Clean Water Compliance Inspector, CO Water Quality Control Division 

Thursday, June 24, 2021, Noon-1:00pm (please note the special date and time) 

Register Directly with Geotech Environmental Equipment 

Presentation method – live or webinar 
CEMS has applied for one (1) general CLE for this presentation 

 

 In 2020, the Water Quality Control Division in Colorado renewed all permits that authorize discharge from 

dewatering activities. This included discharges from construction dewatering, as well as groundwater remediation, 

subterranean dewatering, and well development. This presentation will begin by walking through the history of the 

dewatering program regulated by the division, and then discuss the five new or renewed dewatering permits. The 

presentation will address the common question of what is and is not construction dewatering, and what permitting and 

authorization requirements apply to various construction situations. Next, the presentation will walk through major 

changes from the previous dewatering permits to the renewed permits. Finally, the presentation will address 

administrative requirements and the renewal processes for previously held, current, and new permits, as well as 

available resources for permittees and other stakeholders.  

 Al Stafford is a member of the Clean Water Compliance Unit with Colorado’s Water Quality Control Division. 

His main duties include conducting clean water compliance inspections for the construction, dewatering, remediation, 

sand and gravel, and industrial sectors. He has worked for the division for over 10 years, including six years as a 

permit writer and over four years in the compliance assistance and assurance arenas. Al has prepared and presented 

training opportunities and presentations on multiple general permit renewals, assisting permittees in preparing for 

changes in permit requirements. Al graduated with a Master’s degree in Watershed Science from Colorado State 

University, with a research focus in erosion from forest service roads in the Sierra Nevada. He continues to reside in 

Fort Collins, now with his wife and three children. 

 Registration will be handled with Geotech Environmental Equipment for their annual Field Days.  Registration 

and information can be found here. 
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From the Board… 

by Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE 
 

 Being a regulator in the environmental world, I’ve been 

lucky to have had great bosses who mentored me and provided 

me with great work experiences. My first seven years at the 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, I 

primarily oversaw the remediation of the Asarco Globe Plant, off 

of 51st and Washington St. in Denver. This was a metals 

smelting facility which operated from the 1880’s to 2014, at 

which time they declared bankruptcy and were sold. 

 My educational background, civil/environmental 

engineering, and my work experience overseeing construction for 

the Colorado Department of Transportation is mainly why I was 

hired. My first years overseeing the remediation efforts was 

extremely important to my success as a regulator and engineer. 

Not only was I overseeing the remediation efforts, but also taught 

how to correctly conduct soil and groundwater sampling, 

installing monitoring wells, working with different contractors 

and vendors, interacting with the public at town hall meetings, 

meeting with elected officials, and many tasks not associated 

with “field work”. I also quickly learned from the mistakes I 

made along the way. 

 When I graduated from engineering school, I thought I 

had a good grasp on making accurate calculations, designing 

studies, and researching topics I fully understand (remember this 

was before Google was at everyone’s finger tips). Getting out in 

the field is where my true education started. How do I get access 

to a person’s property when they don’t know me or trust 

government? How do I communicate with a resident who 

believes the contractor who remediated their property caused 

their basement to flood? How do I get a contractor to reply to a 

resident’s complaints about their work and then fix it? How do I 

install a monitoring well with flowing sands? These are all things 

you don’t learn in a classroom in engineering school. 

 All of this is a reminder, as many young engineers today 

cannot wait to manage their own site and believe that after a year 

in the field they are fully ready to be on their own. Many 

engineers entering the work force feel that management 

experience alone will take them to the next step, not realizing 

that if they are not well prepared through their field experiences, 

they might not succeed. Without making the mistakes out in the 

field, you cannot properly guide the people working for you as 

you manage a site. After all, there is a saying that when you are 

young “you don’t know what you don’t know”. Until you’ve 

completed field tasks under different conditions, understand the 

mentality of the people who you work with (drillers, earth 

movers, environmental regulators), you truly aren’t prepared to 

manage a site on your own. 

 I recently spoke at an environmental conference 

discussing new and emerging technologies.            
                                           (continued on page 8) 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

2021 CEMS Officers: 
President: Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc. 

(303)454-5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com 

Vice President: Maggie Mandell, PE, Environmental 

Works, Inc., (301)943-2830, 

mmandell@environmentalworks.com  

Secretary: Monica Genadio, Environmental Science 

Partners, LLC, (720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com 

Treasurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience,  

(303)277-1694, jfontana@vistageoscience.com 

Past President: Brian LaFlamme, Ensero Solutions, 

BLaFlamme@Ensero.com 

CDPHE Liaison: Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE, 

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Rachel Blomberg, CDPHE, (303)691-4024, 

rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

US EPA Liaison: Stephen Dyment, US EPA Region 8, 

(303)312-7044, dyment.stephen@epa.gov  

OPS Liaison: Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and 

Public Safety, (303)318-8535,  tom.fox@state.co.us  
 

Board Members: 
Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,  

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Rachel Blomberg, CDPHE,  

(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants,  

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 

Andy Horn, Westwater Hydrology LLC,  

(303)456-1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com 

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc.,  

(303)487-1228, mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC,  

(303)572-0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com  
 

Committee Chairpersons:  
Monthly Programs:  

Andy Horn, Westwater Hydrology LLC,  

(303)456-1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com  

Spring Movie Event: 

Monica Genadio, Environmental Science Partners, LLC, 

(720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com 

Fall Conference Co-Chairs: 

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants,  

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 

Michael Whelan, Anchor QEA, LLC,  

(303)952-4850, mwhelan@anchorqea.com  

Golf:   

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc.,  

(303)487-1228, mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Scholarship – Co-Chairs:   

Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE,  

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us 

Rachel Blomberg, CDPHE,  

(303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us 

Membership, Networking, and Outreach 

Committee: Brian LaFlamme, Ensero Solutions, 

BLaFlamme@Ensero.com 

Glen Vallance, CGRS, (970) 420-6840, glen@cgrs.com  
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mailto:BLaFlamme@Ensero.com
mailto:glen@cgrs.com


 
PAGE 4 

  

Members on the Move 

 
Kaleb Meihls has joined Montrose Environmental Group, a leader in air quality services and other environmental 

offerings. He will be the Business Development Manager for the Rocky Mountain region for Montrose, focusing on 

growing the LDAR/OGI market within the mid and up-stream oil and gas sectors. Kaleb was most recently with Earth 

Services & Abatement as the Director of Business Development. He can be reached at 720-309-9446 or 

kameihls@montrose-env.com. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
To be included in this section, submit your previous information along with your new information via email to 

admin@coems.org.  Changes must have occurred within the last three months, and your membership must be current. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP – RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 
A big thank you to all those members who renewed, and welcome to our newest members. 

  

New – Individual 
Peter Lemke, RSI Entech LLC 

 

Renew – Individual 
Melanie Granberg, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC 

 

Are you a lawyer, looking for CLEs?   

CEMS offers a very inexpensive way to earn those needed CLEs.   

Just RSVP on the webinar link and attend for free. 

Looking for a New Position 
CEMS posts many job opportunities on our website. 

 http://www.coems.org/jobs  

If you or your company would like to post to our website, please just send over the job description,  

with contact information to admin@coems.org. 

We also will post resumes for our members to help you find new opportunities. 

Presentation Opportunities for Upcoming CEMS Meetings 

 
The CEMS Program Committee is currently searching for "interesting, topical and informative" presentations 

for our meetings in 2021 and beyond. This is a great opportunity to network with your peers, share information and 

technology, and become more involved with the environmental community.  CEMS is interested in an assortment and 

variety of topics relevant to environmental and natural resources professionals. Each monthly presentation is roughly 

50 minutes, followed by a question-and-answer period.  

If you or someone you know is interested in presenting at our monthly meetings, or our annual 

conference, please feel free to contact our Programs Committee Chairperson, Andy Horn at 

Andy@WestwaterHydro.com. 

 Comments or suggestions from previous meetings, including the Annual Fall Conference, are also welcome.  

Let us know if we can publish them in the newsletter or website.   

 

 

mailto:kameihls@montrose-env.com
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http://www.coems.org/jobs
mailto:admin@coems.org
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  CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE 

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO 

By April D. Hendricks 

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C. 

May 2021 

  On April 29, 2021, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced its plans to expand the scope 

of reporting requirements under the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) to include additional chemicals and facilities and to 

make TRI data more accessible to the public. The TRI was established pursuant to the Emergency Planning and 

Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA), which requires facilities in various industry sectors to annually report how 

much of each listed chemical is released into the environment or otherwise recycled or managed by a facility. With this 

expansion, the EPA proposes to broaden TRI reporting to include certain sterilization facilities that are not currently 

reporting on ethylene oxide, which is used to sterilize medical devices or to produce other industrial chemicals. EPA also 

proposes to require TRI reporting for natural gas processing facilities. Additionally, the EPA plans to continue adding new 

PFAS to the TRI, in addition to the three PFAS substances that were added to the TRI for the 2021 reporting year. By 

requiring this additional reporting, the EPA seeks to advance environmental justice, identify and respond to environmental 

and human health threats associated with releases, exposure, and other waste management activities.  

 

 On May 3, 2021, the EPA released a notice of proposed rulemaking to implement provisions of the American 

Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act, to require a phase down in production and consumption of 

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), which are commonly used in refrigeration and air conditioning applications, as well as in 

fire suppression systems. HFCs are considered greenhouse gasses that are linked to climate change, and the proposed 

rule attempts to decrease the U.S. manufacture and use of HFCs by 85% over the course of the next 15 years. The EPA 

proposes to reduce HFC production and consumption through an allowance allocation and trading program, and the rule 

outlines various types of allowances, requirements for allowance transfers, standards for the continued production of 

certain HFCs, compliance and enforcement guidelines, and requirements for recordkeeping and reporting. The AIM Act 

requires that the EPA adopt final regulations to implement the HFC phasedown by September 2021. The EPA will hold a 

virtual public hearing on the proposed rule fifteen days after publication, and will accept public comment on the 

proposed rule for thirty days following that hearing.   

 

 On May 10, 2021, several environmental conservation groups filed a lawsuit in the federal district court for the 

District of Colorado challenging the Bureau of Land Management and the United States Forest Services’s approval of a 

plan that permits oil and gas development on 35,000 acres in western Colorado. Under the North Fork Mancos Master 

Development Plan, thirty-five new horizontal wells may be constructed on existing and new well pads in the Grand 

Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests. The agencies approved the plan after conducting an 

Environmental Assessment under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and found that the plan would cause 

no significant impact to the environment. The environmental groups allege that the federal agencies violated NEPA by 

failing to evaluate the development plan’s impact on water pollution and climate change and failing to consider available 

alternatives. The environmental groups seek to enjoin the development of oil and gas resources within the area covered 

by the Master Development Plan until further NEPA review has been completed.  

RECRUIT AND PROFIT!! 
Recruit a NEW individual member for CEMS and get a credit voucher!  For each person you persuade to join CEMS, 

you will be issued a credit voucher that you can apply to the CEMS fee of your choice, whether it be a luncheon, 

workshop or your own membership renewal.  Note that you cannot take credit for a member’s renewal.  However, there 

is NO LIMIT to the number of vouchers you can accumulate.  Just have the new member put your name on the referral 

portion of the Membership Application Form.  And keep those new members coming! 

 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-plan-update-toxics-release-inventory-advance-environmental-justice
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2021-05/documents/hfc_allocation_nprm_043021_admin.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/energy/dirty_energy_development/oil_and_gas/pdfs/Petition-for-Review-North-Fork-Mancos-Master-Development-Plan.pdf
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors 
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors 

  

Your company could be advertising here! 
Please follow the links to the webinar advertising and 

sponsorship page: 

 

WEBINAR ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

Or email admin@coems.org 
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From the Board (continued from page 3) 

At that conference, one of the consultants I’ve worked with over the years introduced me to one of his junior engineers. 

As part of his introductions, he mentioned, “Fonda’s really smart and you need to get to know him”. In my response I 

mentioned, “I’m probably not smarter than you, but I’ve made many mistakes and have learned from them”. The young 

engineer was straight out of school and I stressed how important fieldwork experience is and to always reach out for 

help if you are not sure about a regulation or some component of your job. 

 Engineers coming out of school currently are much more tech-savvy and adapt to researching topics they don’t 

know about than engineers of my day. Even though they seem very confident and ready to tackle any project, it is 

important to mentor them and set them up for success. Have them go out with one of your senior field techs and teach 

them the correct way to perform various forms of environmental sampling; just because they say they’ve done it before 

doesn’t mean they know how to perform it correctly. Teach them where to look for regulatory guidance, opposed to 

calling a regulator for an answer. If they need assistance with interpreting regulations, make sure they have a prepared 

statement of what they think the regulations means before asking a regulator for help. As a regulator, most of us 

appreciate when consultants ask for help interpreting the regulation versus us telling them what to do. By working with 

regulators and asking us for help interpreting regulations, it also gives us a sense of what kind of consultant you are and 

builds trust from regulators in the process. 

 The mentoring and guidance you provide your junior members prepares them for a future in your company and 

a sense of pride in accomplishments. Today’s junior engineers/geologists/environmental specialists are your future 

project managers and team leaders. By guiding them in the right direction, you are setting them up for success in the 

environmental world. 

 

Fonda Apostolopoulos has been with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) for 28 

years.  During his career at CDPHE he was the On-Site Coordinator at the Asarco Globe site, managed various 

Superfund sites, and has reviewed over 800 Voluntary Cleanup applications.  Over the course of his career, he has 

worked on heavy metals sites, volatile organic compounds in soil/groundwater sites, PCB sites, landfill projects, 

methamphetamine contaminated properties, underground storage tanks, and countless redevelopment sites. 

 

 

https://eaglesynergistic.com/
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CEMS 2021 Scholarship Recipients 

 Each year, the Society provides scholarships for Colorado collegiate candidates with studies focused in the 

environmental science, engineering, or law arenas. For 2021, CEMS is pleased to announce we were able to award 

three scholarships of $2,500 each to deserving students! 

 The annual scholarship coordination, including development and distribution of the scholarship application, 

is led by the Scholarship Committee.  The applications are reviewed by the Scholarship Committee and 

recommendations on scholarship awards are presented to the Board for approval. A notice of the scholarship award 

is made to the recipients and presented in the monthly newsletter for notice to the members. 

 CEMS received many applications for scholarships this year. We are pleased to offer scholarships to each of 

the following students: 

• Nina Guizzetti, B.S. Geological Engineering and minoring in Engineering for Community Development, 

Colorado School of Mines – Nina Guizzetti Essay 

• Anna Evans, PhD Advanced Energy Systems, Colorado School of Mines and NREL – Anna Evans Essay 

• Sydnee Anderson, University of Colorado Boulder Law School – Sydnee Anderson Essay 

Follow the link aside each scholarship winner to view their application essays. Winners will be present at upcoming 

CEMS luncheons to receive their checks. 

https://coems.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Nina-Guizzetti-Essay-2021.pdf
https://coems.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Anna-Evans-Essay-2021.pdf
https://coems.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Sydnee-Anderson-Essay-2021.pdf
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