
 

  

 

 

 

CEMS Summertime Tour and Campout Weekend 

 

Friday, July 25, 2025 – Sunday, July 27 

 

Big B’s Delicious Orchards, Hotchkiss, CO 

Pricing is as follows for all campers: 

$90.00 Pricing $90/at an individual campsite (for 2 nights) –  

suitable for a family with two tents (one remaining) 

$60.00 Pricing $60/per spot at the group campsite (for 2 nights) –  

each site holds one tent 

Attendance on either tour is free (no campsite), please make sure to register   

Campers and Tour Attendees - Register Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Monthly Newsletter 
July 2025 

OPS Outreach 2025 is coming this 
fall! For more information, visit 
their website. 

 

 

https://coems.org/meetinginfo.php?id=4&ts=1749600638
https://coems.org/meetinginfo.php?id=4&ts=1749600638
https://ops.colorado.gov/keys-to-compliance-outreach-2025
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Sponsorship and Golfer Registrations are now open, join us! Register here 

https://coems.org/meetinginfo.php?id=6&ts=1749785935
https://coems.org/meetinginfo.php?id=7&ts=1750016850
https://coems.org/meetinginfo.php?id=7&ts=1750016850
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From the Board…by Peter Jaacks, Jewell 

Jimmerson Natural Resources Law LLC 
As we reach the midpoint of 2025, the Colorado 

Environmental Management Society remains as 

committed as ever to supporting professionals working at 

the intersection of environmental stewardship, policy, and 

industry. The challenges facing Colorado’s environmental 

community—from climate resilience and water 

management to regulatory uncertainty and community 

engagement—continue to evolve. CEMS has been 

working to continue providing a space for our 

membership to facilitate discussions about these issues. 

During 2025, our Board has focused on several 

key priorities: expanding access to timely, practical 

programming; deepening collaboration and involvement 

across sectors and different areas around Colorado; and 

ensuring that CEMS remains a welcoming and valuable 

space for both career experts and rising professionals in 

our field. 

            Looking forward, we’re excited to continue 

offering relevant content, meaningful networking, and a 

platform for members to stay informed and engaged. 

Whether you’ve been with CEMS for years or you’re just 

getting involved, we encourage you to attend an upcoming 

meeting, share your expertise, or simply reach out to the 

Board with ideas. 

            Keep the date marked on your calendars for the 

CEMS July Summertime Tour and Campout! The Board 

is excited to host an event that will combine several 

informative tours with the reason we got into this field in 

the first place – to be outside! 

            Thank you for being part of this community. 

Together, we are building not just careers, but a 

collaborative and adaptive approach to environmental 

management in Colorado. 

 Pete Jaacks is an environmental and natural 

resources attorney in the greater Denver area. He has 

been a Board Member of CEMS since 2022 and writes the 

monthly regulatory update for the CEMS newsletter. Pete 

advises clients with respect to various environmental 

matters, including real estate due diligence and 

Brownfields redevelopment, compliance with the Clean 

Water Act, CERCLA, RCRA, NEPA matters, and 

regulatory enforcement and administrative rulemaking 

proceedings. In addition to his environmental practice, 

Pete represents clients ranging from private landowners 

and developers to agricultural users, municipalities, and 

special districts in transactions and litigation concerning 

conditional water rights, diligence proceedings, complex 

exchanges and plans for augmentation, and changes of 

water rights. 

 

2025 CEMS OFFICERS: 
President: Glen Vallance, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, 

glen@cgrs.com 

Vice President: Evan Singleton, Spencer Fane LLP, (720)760-

2211, esingleton@spencerfane.com  
Secretary: Karen Trantow Lim, CDH Consulting, LLC, 

(303)501-3415,  ktrantowlim@cdhconsult.com  

Treasurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience, (303)277-1694,  

jfontana@vistageoscience.com 

Past President: Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants, 

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com  

CDPHE Liaison: Ian Contreras, P.G., CDPHE, (303) 692-

2136, ian.contreras@state.co.us  

OPS Liaison: Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and Public 

Safety, (720)346-1885, tom.fox@state.co.us  

US EPA Liaison: Jeffrey Fitzgibbons, US EPA Region 8, 

(303)312-6633, Fitzgibbons.Jeffrey@epa.gov  

Board Members: 

Melissa Armstrong, Integral Consulting, Inc., (303)596-8093, 

marmstrong@integral-corp.com  

Rachel Blomberg, PE, United States Army Corps of Engineers, 

(720)418-9317, rachel.e.blomberg@usace.army.mil  

Tom Fox, CDLE: Division of Oil and Public Safety, (720)346-

1885, tom.fox@state.co.us 

Peter Jaacks, Jewell Jimmerson Natural Resources Law LLC, 

(303) 513-4653, pjaacks@jjnrlaw.com  

Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC, (303)952-4850, 

mwhelan@anchorqea.com  

Kevin Wolfe, Stantec Consulting Services, (607)339-7380, 

kevin.wolfe@stantec.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON(S):  

Monthly Programs:  

Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC, (303)952-4850, 

mwhelan@anchorqea.com 

Spring Movie Event: 

Monica Genadio, Kleinfelder, Inc., (720)936-1694, 

mgenadio@gmail.com  

Fall Conference: 

Melissa Armstrong, Integral Consulting, Inc., (303)596-8093, 

marmstrong@integral-corp.com 
Drezden Kinnaird, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, 

dkinnaird@cgrs.com 

Golf:  

Kevin Wolfe, Stantec Consulting Services, (607)339-7380, 

kevin.wolfe@stantec.com  

Scholarship: 

Rachel Blomberg, PE, United States Army Corps of Engineers, 

(720)418-9317, rachel.e.blomberg@usace.army.mil  

Kevin Wolfe, Stantec Consulting Services, (607)339-7380, 

kevin.wolfe@stantec.com 
Nominations/Bylaw: 

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants, (303)790-1340, 

SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 
Glen Vallance, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, glen@cgrs.com 

Membership: 

Paul Gruca, Weaver Consultants Group, (312)478-8972, 

pgruca@wcgrp.com  

Administrative Assistant: Juliana Reid, admin@coems.org  

mailto:glen@cgrs.com
mailto:esingleton@spencerfane.com
mailto:ktrantowlim@cdhconsult.com
mailto:jfontana@vistageoscience.com
mailto:SGabriele@Geosyntec.com
mailto:ian.contreras@state.co.us
mailto:tom.fox@state.co.us
mailto:Fitzgibbons.Jeffrey@epa.gov
mailto:marmstrong@integral-corp.com
mailto:rachel.e.blomberg@usace.army.mil
mailto:tom.fox@state.co.us
mailto:pjaacks@jjnrlaw.com
mailto:mwhelan@anchorqea.com
mailto:kevin.wolfe@stantec.com
mailto:mwhelan@anchorqea.com
mailto:mgenadio@gmail.com
mailto:marmstrong@integral-corp.com
mailto:glen@cgrs.com
mailto:kevin.wolfe@stantec.com
mailto:rachel.e.blomberg@usace.army.mil
mailto:kevin.wolfe@stantec.com
mailto:SGabriele@Geosyntec.com
mailto:glen@cgrs.com
mailto:pgruca@wcgrp.com
mailto:admin@coems.org
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://vistageoscience.com/
https://www.spencerfane.com/
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors (continued) 

  
 

Your company could be 

advertising here! 

 

Please follow the links to the 

webinar advertising and 

sponsorship page: 

WEBINAR ADVERTISING 

SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

Or email admin@coems.org 

 

 

 

 

CEMS Member Lisa Woodward Received the Stanley E. Kappe Award 
 

Long time CEMS member Lisa Woodward was presented with the Stanley E. Kappe award for the American 

Academy of Environmental Engineers for 2025. This Award is presented to the Board-Certified Environmental 

Engineer or Board-Certified Environmental Scientist who has performed extraordinary and outstanding service 

contributing to significant advancement of public awareness to the betterment of the total environment and other 

objectives of the Academy. Read more about the award here.  

Lisa Woodward, P.E., BCEE, is an adjunct instructor for Senior Design at the Colorado School of Mines. She 

holds a Professional Engineer’s license and is Board Certified in Environmental Engineering. Lisa is a past president of 

the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) Rocky Mountain Section, a former member of the SWE WE Local Advisory 

Board, and a longtime member of the Colorado Environmental Management Society (CEMS).  

Lisa has been recognized nationally for her leadership and contributions to the engineering profession. She 

received the Distinguished Engineer Award from the Society of Women Engineers in 2024, the Women in 

Leadership Award from the Colorado School of Mines in 2024, and the Stanley E. Kappe Award from the 

American Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists in 2025.  

 

Free Maps from Member Gary Vanderslice 
 

Longtime CEMS member Gary Vanderslice shared his love of maps with CEMS.  He has 40 free maps for all to enjoy 

on his digital map store HERE. 

https://westwaterhydro.com/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
mailto:admin@coems.org
https://www.aaees.org/kappeaward
https://store.avenza.com/collections/3d-geologic-mapping-llc?query=&page=0
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CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE 

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO 

By Peter D. Jaacks 

Jewell Jimmerson Natural Resources Law LLC 

June 2025 

 
On May 14, 2025 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced its intent to issue a partial 

rollback of the federal drinking water standards for certain per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Key changes 

include: 

 

- PFOA & PFOS: Federal Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) remains at 4 ppt each, but the compliance 

deadline is extended to 2031, two years beyond the original 2029 deadline. 

- Other PFAS (GenX, PFHxS, PFNA): MCLs will be rescinded and reopened for reconsideration.  

 

EPA is planning a fall 2025 rulemaking to reconsider these limits and the extended compliance deadlines.  

 

On May 24, 2025, Governor Polis signed Senate Bill 25-305, enacting sweeping reforms to Colorado’s water 

quality permitting system. The bill responds to input from local governments, utilities, and regulated industries over 

slow permit reviews and rigid compliance mandates. Reforms under the bill include: 

 

- If the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) fails to act on a discharge permit 

within 60 days, applicants can request assistance from an approved third-party contractor to help move the 

review forward. 

- CDPHE must now consider the financial capacity of local governments when setting compliance 

deadlines. This change allows for up to 20 years to meet permit requirements in some cases, easing 

pressure on resource-strapped communities. 

- The law requires that CDPHE provide permittees with preliminary drafts before public comment and 

creates a formal timeline framework (to be adopted by 2028) for review, notice, and response. 

- CDPHE must now issue annual reports on permit processing performance, backlog status, and the use of 

third-party reviewers. A new online tracking system will improve transparency for applicants. 

 

On May 29, 2025, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a unanimous decision allowing the controversial 88-mile 

Uinta Basin Railway project to proceed. The ruling determined that federal agencies are not obligated to assess the 

broader environmental impacts of infrastructure projects they do not directly oversee as part of a project’s National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process. This decision overturns a lower court ruling that had supported 

Colorado’s Eagle County and environmental groups, who opposed the project due to potential environmental harm 

from transporting crude oil through western Colorado along the Colorado River.  

 

Presentation Opportunities for Upcoming CEMS Meetings 

 

The CEMS Program Committee is currently searching for "interesting, topical and informative" presentations for our 

meetings in 2025. This is a great opportunity to network with your peers, share information and technology, and become 

more involved with the environmental community.  CEMS is interested in a variety of topics relevant to environmental 

and natural resources professionals. Each monthly presentation is roughly 50 minutes, followed by a question-and-

answer period.  

If you or someone you know is interested in presenting at our monthly meetings, or our annual conference, please feel 

free to contact our Programs Committee: Chairperson Michael Whelan at mwhelan@anchorqea.com. 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-it-will-keep-maximum-contaminant-levels-pfoa-pfos
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2025a_305_signed.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/23-975_m648.pdf
mailto:mwhelan@anchorqea.com?subject=presentation%20opportunities%20with%20CEMS
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MEMBERSHIP – RENEWALS & NEW MEMBERS 
 

Renewal Individual 
Elli Woodward, ONE Environmental Group 

 

New Corporate  

CPDHE 

Robert Adams  Kevin Ambrose Rainbow Apodaca Fonda Apostolopoulos    Lindsay Archibald 

Derek Bailey  Shana Baker  Michael Bankoff Vlada Ber  Brenda Berlin 

Carrie Berlin  Mary Boardman Derek Boer  Colleen Brisnehan Robert Bruce 

Dana Campbell Pearl Campos  Jennifer Charles Kristina Cole  Mark Collar, P.G.  

Nathalia Collins-Matthews Ian Contreras, P.G.   Michael Cosby Shelly Craft 

Meghan Cromie Kay Dirling  Laura Dixon  Jace Driver  Robb Farquhar 

Kevin Fisher  Evelin Flamenco Sarah Foreman David Foster  Julia Fraser 

Kevin Fu  Brian Gaboriau Nichole Garrard Karen George  Matt Gift 

Heather Gilbert KJ Gillette  Daniel Goetz  Isaac Gonzales Mellik Gorton 

Rowan Goss  Sarah Graves  James Grice  Kendall Griffin Zachary Grosso 

Susan Guiet  Laura Gurule  William Hageman Alex Hedgepath Jerry Henderson 

Margaret Horton Branden Ingersoll Doug Jamison  James Jarvis  Lisa Jeffrey 

Caren Johannes Michelle Kelble Timothy Kinoti Kathryn Kirk (Mote) Philip Kistler 

Kathleen Knox  Anatole Konowal Wolf Kray  Justin Laboe  Ashley Lawrence 

Venissa Ledesma Rachel Lemmons Katherine Liberman Brian T. Long  Kimberly Long 

Nick Luedde  Jaquelyn Maharaj Julianna Mahr  Latisha Manchester   Madeline Manfre-Sano, P.E. 

Chase Martinez Jennifer McCarter Nadine McClenathan Gabriella McConnel Dustin McNeil 

Patrick Medland Trenton Mitchell Rick Mruz  Richard Murray Jessica Myers 

Lynette Myers  Robert Nabors  Marian O'Connor John O'Rourke  Mary Ortiz 

Shilo Pare  Jill Parisi  Darcy Pennetta Randy Perila  Randy Perlis 

Phillip Peterson Taylor Lea Pierce Lee Pivonka  Morgan Pratte  Jennifer Reynolds 

Carrie Romanchek Mark Rudolph  Charity Sais  Kyle Stephen Sandor Paul Schlicht 

Maggie Schnettler Scott Schroeder Tom Simmons  Cynthia Smith  Edward Smith 

David Snapp  Stephen Stortz  Jeff Swanson  Jennifer Talbert Tim Thorvaldson 

Andy Todd  Clayton Trumpolt Brian Daniel Walker Shiya Wang  Tracie White 

Lauren Whitney  Amy Williams  Andrew Witt  Levin Worker 

 

Matrix Design Group, Inc. 
Maddie Bean  Drew Beck  Jorden Becker  Anna-Marie Cortez Ryan DeGroot 

Robin Doner  Joe Ehrenberger Joshua Eldridge Maya Fives  Troy Gill 

Mylo Grote  Charles Kuhl, PE Jeffrey Lasker, PE Abby Mitchell  Kevin Myers 

Seymone O'Brien Noah Olsen   Colin Rickard  Megan Sawyer Steven Truesdale, P.G. 

Julianna Valenzuela Alyssa Vincent 

 

Republic Services Group 
Steve Derus  Coleen Gay  Sam Hatmaker  Neil Noble  Jack Vitha 

 

Are you a lawyer, looking for CLEs?   

CEMS offers a very inexpensive way to earn those needed CLEs.   

Just RSVP on the luncheon meeting link and attend. 
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 CU Denver – Hydrologic, 

Environmental, and Sustainability  

Engineering Registration 
 

Fall 2025 graduate course registration is now underway in Hydrologic, Environmental, and Sustainability 

Engineering (HESE) at CU Denver.  Registration for Fall 2025 starts April 1, 2025.  Please register by August 15 

to ensure enrollment. 

CVEN-5334 Groundwater Hydrology 

Instructor: David Mays, P.E., Ph.D. 

Monday/Wednesday 5:00-6:15 pm starting Monday 8/18th 

http://engineering.ucdenver.edu/dmays/5334 

Brochure 

CVEN-5401 Introduction to Environmental Engineering 

Instructor: Arun Karunanithi, Ph.D. 

Tuesday/Thursday 3:30-4:45 pm starting Tuesday 8/19th 

CVEN-5427 Storm Water System Design 

Instructor: Gerald Blackler, P.E., Ph.D. 

Monday/Wednesday 11:00-12:15 pm starting Monday 8/18th 

CVEN-5434 Biological Treatment Processes 

Instructor: Ram Ramaswami, P.E., Ph.D. 

Thursdays 5:00-7:30 pm starting Thursday 8/21st 

Brochure 

If anyone needs more information, please contact David directly—he would be delighted to help you, or your 

colleagues, to create a customized plan for advanced study in engineering. 

David C. Mays, P.E., Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Department of Civil Engineering 

University of Colorado Denver 

303-315-7570 

david.mays@ucdenver.edu 

https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/dmays 

Instagram LinkedIn 

 

 

https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/HESE
https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/HESE
https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/HESE
https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/HESE
https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/HESE
http://engineering.ucdenver.edu/dmays/5334
https://coems.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Mays-Groundwater-Brochure.pdf
https://coems.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Ramaswami-Biological-Brochure.pdf
mailto:david.mays@ucdenver.edu
https://engineering.ucdenver.edu/dmays
https://www.instagram.com/david.mays.pe/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dcmays

