
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Monthly Newsletter 
November 2019 

 

Topic: DWR Tools and Rules for Environmental Professionals 
 

Speaker:  Kevin Donegan, Senior Hydrogeologist, Colorado Division of 

Water Resources 
 

Time: Tuesday, November 12, 11:30am-1pm 
 

CEMS has applied for one (1) General CLE for this presentation      

 Frequently soil and lithologic data from Division of Water Resources (DWR) records are useful in developing 

soil and groundwater investigations and determining points of exposure to groundwater contamination. Additionally, 

monitoring wells must be properly constructed, well permits obtained, and properly abandoned when no longer 

needed. This presentation will highlight web tools and resources developed by the DWR and the Colorado Water 

Conservation Board (CWCB) and summarize the Construction Rules relevant to the environmental community. 

 The tools, collectively known as Colorado’s Decision Support Systems (CDSS) Online Tools, help users 

understand and execute planning decisions regarding Colorado’s water resources by accessing an online water 

database (HydroBase), software tools and baseline data sets.   

For complete topic information, a full biography, and reservations, please follow this link: CEMS November Luncheon 
 

LOCATION: The EPA Conference Center located on the 2nd floor of the EPA Region 8 Headquarters building at 

1595 Wynkoop St. When entering the building, visitors will be asked by the building security guards to display valid 

photo identification, pass through airport type security machines, sign in at the lower front desk, and wear a temporary 

EPA visitor badge. Then please proceed to the second floor to register with the CEMS representative. 

 

MEETING FORMAT: Members may either bring their own lunch and attend the meeting for no charge, or they may 

request that CEMS order a box lunch for them. The cost of the box lunch for members is $16.00; for non-members, 

$19.00. 

 

RESERVATIONS: PLEASE give your name, company name and phone number via email to admin@coems.org. 

PLEASE INDICATE IF YOU ARE RESERVING A BOX LUNCH OR BRINGING YOUR OWN. Reservations 

must be received BEFORE Friday, November 8, 2019 at 5:00PM. No reservations will be taken after this date! 

Payment of $16.00 for members, $19.00 for non-members will be accepted at the door with prior reservation. Please 

cancel your reservation by Friday, November 8, 2019 if you are unable to attend. It is the policy of the Society to bill 

for meals reserved but unclaimed. You may also pay with credit card via PAYPAL by following this link: CEMS 

November Luncheon 

 

NOTICE: CEMS would like to thank EPA for the use of meeting space and would like to emphasize that the use of 

EPA space does not constitute endorsement of CEMS, sponsors of CEMS functions, or the content of CEMS 

workshops or meetings. 

 

CEMS would like to thank all of our Golfers and Golf Sponsors  

for making this year’s Annual Golf Tournament a Tremendous Success! 

See a list of our Golf Sponsors starting on page 8 

https://coems.org/events/cems-luncheon-dwr-tools-and-rules-for-environmental-professionals-november-12-2019/
mailto:admin@coems.org
https://coems.org/events/cems-luncheon-dwr-tools-and-rules-for-environmental-professionals-november-12-2019/
https://coems.org/events/cems-luncheon-dwr-tools-and-rules-for-environmental-professionals-november-12-2019/
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2019 CEMS Officers: 
President: Steve Brauner, PhD, PE, Environmental 

Works, Inc., (303)328-7982, 

sbrauner@environmentalworks.com  

Vice-President: Brian LaFlamme, (303)570-7703, 

Brian5215@comcast.net 

Secretary: Noreen Okubo, noreen.okubo@gmail.com  

Treasurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience,  

(303)277-1694, jfontana@vistageoscience.com 

Past President: David Lipson, PhD, PG, HRS Water 

Consultants, Inc., (303)462-1111 Ext. 306, 

dlipson@HRSWater.com  
CDPHE Liaison: Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE, 

(303)692-3411, fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us 

Alternate CDPHE Liason: Rachel Blomberg, 

CDPHE, (303)691-4024, rachel.blomberg@state.co.us  

US EPA Liaison: Stephen Dyment, US EPA Region 8, 

(303)312-7044, dyment.stephen@epa.gov  

OPS Liaison: Rob Herbert, CDLE; Division of Oil and 

Public Safety, (303)318-8543,  

robert.herbert@state.co.us  
 

Board Members: 
Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE, (303)692-3411, 

fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us  

Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc. (303)454-

5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com 

Andy Horn, Westwater Hydrology LLC, (303)456-

1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com 

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc., (303)487-1228, 

mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Maggie Mandell, PE, Environmental Works, Inc., 

(301)943-2830, mmandell@environmentalworks.com  

Evan Singleton, Gablehouse Granberg, LLC, (303)572-

0050, esingleton@gcgllc.com  
 

Committee Chairpersons:  
Monthly Programs:  

Andy Horn, Westwater Hydrology LLC, (303)456-

1981, Andy@WestwaterHydro.com  

Spring Movie Event: 

Monica Genadio, Environmental Science Partners, 

LLC, (720)936-1694, mgenadio@gmail.com 

Fall Conference Co-Chairs: 

Erik Gessert, PE, Terracon Consultants, Inc. (303)454-

5277, erik.gessert@terracon.com 

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants, (303)790-

1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 

Golf:   

Mike Jahn, Tasman Geosciences, Inc., (303)487-1228, 

mjahn@tasman-geo.com   

Scholarship – Co-Chairs:   

Fonda Apostolopoulos, CDPHE, (303)692-3411, 

fonda.apostolopoulos@state.co.us 

Bruce Marshall, Marshall Environmental Solutions, 

LLC, Inc. (720)708-8329, bruce@marshallh2o.com   

Website: Juliana Reid, CEMS, admin@coems.org 

From the Board…2019 Recap 

by Brian LaFlamme for the CEMS Board 
 What has been going on with CEMS in 2019?  We are 

taking a different tack this month to recap the year to date and 

acknowledge the excellent work of volunteers that make up 

CEMS, not only the volunteers on the Board and Committees, 

also the members who give their time to attend the luncheons 

and events. 

 For our annual events, we started off in April with CEMS 

Movie Night at Denver Sie Film Center, where we screened 

“The Devil We Know – The Chemistry of a Cover-up”.  It was a 

well-attended and timely movie with excellent turnout with a 

balanced and thoughtful collection of panelists.  Of course, this 

event would not have happened without the competent cast 

behind the scenes, which included Cindy Fischer, Monica 

Genadio, & Maggie Mandell.  Thank you once again for a well-

planned and well-executed event. 

 July was scheduled to be the month of the CEMS 

Scholarship & Charity Golf Tournament, yet Mother Nature 

intervened at the last hour, literally, to postpone the event 

because of an over saturated golf course that included washed-

out bunkers.  Undaunted, the golf committee under the new 

leadership of Mike Jahn & Ty Lichtenberg, took everything in 

stride and were successful in rescheduling the event for 

September.  Unfortunately, some golfers showed up for the July 

date before we could get the cancellation notice out.  

Considering that we were alerted around 0500, the golf 

committee did their best to notify everyone and went to the golf 

course to explain the situation to those who did show up.  We 

apologize for the inconvenience, but are delighted to report that 

only one refund was needed by those registered for the event.  

CEMS has considered filing a claim citing force majeure; 

however, we are still looking for the responsible entity (joking).  

We hope that those who participated enjoyed the nice fall 

weather and excellent course conditions at the September event.  

Being the major fund raiser for scholarships and charitable 

giving, we appreciate all those who played, sponsored, or 

otherwise participated. 

 In October, CEMS held its annual Fall Conference – 

“Economic Growth and Sustainability: Finding the Balance 

between Population Growth and Environmental Stewardship”.  

The event was once again held at the Denver Bronco’s stadium, 

now Empower Field at Mile High.  In between talks, one could 

go outside and watch the field getting all gussied up for the 

nationally televised Thursday night game.  The event had a host 

of excellent speakers and the well-attended audience provided 

great questions.  Yet, once again, it was the cast behind the 

scenes that made this all happen – Erik Gessert, Suzanne 

Gabriele, Glen Vallance, Michael Whelan, Maggie Mandell, 

Dave Lipson, and Steve Brauner.    

      (Continued on page 6) 
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Advertise Your Business Here! 

Please contact admin@coems.org 

for pricing details. 
 

 
 

Products and Services 

 
 

 

 

Members on the Move 
 
  

 Dave Kempisty recently separated from the US 

Air Force after more than 22 years of service.  He has 

now joined Evoqua Water Technologies as the Business 

Development Manager for Emerging Contaminants for 

the western half of the United States.  He is also a 

member of their ProAct Environmental Solutions 

Scientific and Technical team and involved with bench- 

and pilot-scale testing of activated carbons and ionic 

exchange resins. With his background in PFAS 

remediation and having authored the 2018 book, 

“Perfluoroalkyl Substances in the Environment”, Dave 

will be a key team member for Evoqua as they further 

develop their market strategy offering lifecycle solutions 

to PFAS problems.  Technology agnostic, Evoqua is 

positioned to provide remedial capabilities for 

emergency response situations with rental assets, can 

provide long term carbon, resin, or membrane solutions to water treatment operations, and can reactivate carbon 

in accordance with AWWA standards as well as ANSI certification for drinking water applications.  In this new 

role, Dave will work out of his home and continue to live in the Colorado Springs area.    

Dave Kempisty 

Business Development Manager – Environmental Solutions 

Evoqua Water Technologies LLC 

Tel: +1 (719) 550-2165 

Mobile: +1 (719) 675-0665 

david.kempisty@evoqua.com 

 

For information on listing products and services in the CEMS newsletter, please contact CEMS at (303)674-9752 or admin@coems.org.  

mailto:admin@coems.org
mailto:david.kempisty@evoqua.com
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MEMBERSHIP – RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

A big thank you to all those members who renewed, and welcome to our newest members. 
 

 

New – Individual 
Joseph Aiken, JA Environmental Consulting, LLC  

Melissa Armstrong, HRS Water Consultants, Inc. 

Rachel Badger, Denver Water 

Melanie Braun, acpi Wood Products 

Travis Bray, Denver Water 

Bill Bergeron, Kleinfelder 

Dr. Brian Cicero, University of Denver, University College 

Regan Fox, TestAmerica, Inc. 

Eric W. Garcia, ConeTec 

Nick Godfrey, Environmental Works, Inc. 

Michelle Howard, Colorado Division of Oil and Public Safety 

Ehren Koelsch, Evoqua Water Technologies LLC 

Michael Levengood, Montgomery & Associates 

Melanie Lutz, ATC Group Services, LLC 

Maya MacHamer, Fourmile Watershed Coalition 

Anthony Moore, Environmental Works, Inc. 

Darcy Schradeya, Independent Consultant 

Seaton Thedinger, Keating and Lyden, LLC 

 

Renew – Individual 
John Dellaport, Quantum Water & Environment 

Mary Dolhancey, Stanley Consultants, Inc. 

Bob Elliot, Remediation Products, Inc. 

Robin Fryberger, Sundance Environmental Consultants, Inc. 

William Hammerich, Colorado Livestock Association 

Tom Marks, Stego Industries 

Anjelica McMahon, City of Westminster 

Melissa Nelson, TestAmerica, Inc. 

Richard Townsend, Historical Information Gatherers 

 

Renew – Corporate 
Olsson  
Mitchell Clark  Andrea Cole  Anne Doud  Sarah Foster  Jody Glennon            

Paige Koutelas Dana Mack      Kyle Peters      Vanessa Scott  Katy Sprouse 

Trent Watne 
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CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE 

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO 

By April D. Hendricks 

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C. 

October 2019 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

On October 10, 2019, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed revisions to the National 

Primary Drinking Water Regulations for lead and copper under the Safe Drinking Water Act (the “Lead and 

Copper Rule”). The Lead and Copper Rule is intended to improve how communities will test for these 

substances in drinking water and to require quicker action to remedy violations as they arise. The proposal 

does not require, under most circumstances, the removal of existing lead water service lines that remain 

underground and operational. Under the proposal, local water utilities will be required to test for lead in child-

care facilities and in schools, and will also be required to take water samples from homes that receive water 

through lead service lines. Where the water utility detects elevated lead levels, the effected property owners 

must be notified within 24 hours. The proposal further includes a “trigger level” of 10 parts per billion of lead 

in water, which, if exceeded, will require proactive steps by water utilities to address the presence of lead in 

water. The new “trigger level” is more stringent than the existing level of 15 parts per billion “action level” 

standard, which is maintained in the proposed rule. Where the utility detects lead levels exceeding 10 parts per 

billion in multiple taps, the utility will be required to reconsider its process for water treatment of lead and may 

be required to work with state officials to replace outdated lead pipes. In communities that exceed the action 

level of 15 parts per billion of lead in water, officials will be required to replace a minimum of three percent of 

lead service lines annually, which is a reduction from the current minimum of seven percent. Additionally, 

under the proposed rule, water utilities will be required to replace the portion of the lead service line owned by 

the utility if a customer chooses to replace their portion of the line. For smaller water service providers 

(serving fewer than 10,000 taps) that exceed the trigger and action levels, the proposed rule provides flexible 

options for treatment and lead service line replacement. 

On September 25, 2019, seventeen states, including Colorado, filed a lawsuit against the Department of 

the Interior, Department of Commerce, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and National Marine Fisheries Service in 

federal district court in California, seeking to block the implementation of new rules promulgated under the 

Endangered Species Act (“ESA”). The lawsuit contends that the final rules violate the plain language and 

purpose of the ESA, and that the agency failed to consider and disclose significant environmental impacts 

related to these rules, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”). The challenged rules 

permit agency officials to consider the costs associated with protecting a species when evaluating the listing of 

that species on the threatened or endangered species lists. Furthermore, these rules restrict the circumstances 

under which a species could be listed as threatened and limit the circumstances in which critical habitats would 

be designated for listed species. The lawsuit seeks to enjoin the enforcement of the new rules while the lawsuit 

is pending and, ultimately, seeks to have the new rules vacated.  

The EPA has published two final significant new use rules (SNURs) under the Toxic Substances 

Control Act (TSCA).  The SNURs, published on September 18, 2019, and October 15, 2019, apply to over 50 

chemical substances that were subject to agency pre-manufacturing notices (PMNs). Upon review of the 

substances’ PMNs, the EPA determined that restrictions were needed to mitigate unreasonable risks to human 

health or the environment, and the EPA negotiated consent orders pursuant to TSCA Section 5(e) concerning 

these substances, the majority of which are benzoic acids used for monitoring the performance of oil and gas 

wells. The final rules will require anyone intending to manufacture, import or process any of the affected 

substances for any activity designated as a significant new use to notify the EPA at least 90 days in advance, 

via a significant new use notice (SNUN). Upon receiving that notice, the EPA will evaluate the use, and the 

submitter of the notice will not be allowed to commence their activity until the EPA has made "an appropriate 

determination" as to that activity and has taken any further action required to allow that activity to proceed. 

The SNURs will become effective on November 18, 2019, and December 19, 2019, respectively. 

           
(Continued on Page 7) 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-10/documents/lcrr_prepub_frn_0.pdf
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/Another/News/Press_Releases/ESA%20Complaint%20Final%2009-24-19.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/09/18/2019-19667/significant-new-use-rules-on-certain-chemical-substances
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/10/15/2019-22205/significant-new-use-rules-on-certain-chemical-substances-17-5
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RECRUIT AND PROFIT!! 
 

Recruit a NEW member for CEMS and get a box lunch credit voucher!  For each person you persuade to join 

CEMS, you will be issued a box lunch voucher that you can apply to the CEMS fee of your choice, whether it be a 

luncheon, workshop or your own membership renewal.  Note that you cannot take credit for a member’s renewal.  

However, there is NO LIMIT to the number of vouchers you can accumulate.  Just have the new member put your 

name on the referral portion of the Membership Application Form.  And keep those new members coming! 

 

From the Board (continued from page 2) 

 

A special shout-out goes to Evan Singleton who, with excellent support from Juliana Reid, was able to secure seven 

(!) continuing legal education (CLE) credits for this event. 

 We would be remiss if we did not mention the scholarships that were given out this year.  CEMS was able to 

award three $3,000.00 scholarships to Melissa Breathwaite, Colorado School of Mines, B.S. Environmental 

Engineering; Daniel Franz, University of Colorado Law School, Boulder; and Scott Yanco, University of Colorado, 

Denver, PhD in Integrative and Systems Biology.  You may find their winning essays at https://coems.org/cems-

2019-scholarship-recipients/.  The scholarship committee - Fonda Apostolopoulus, Rachel Blomberg, Dave Lipson, 

and Bruce Marshall, worked diligently to select these fine recipients by getting the word out to solicit a robust pool 

of candidates and then carefully reviewing the essays submitted to select the winners. 

 And of course, we want to express our continued and deep appreciation to Andy Horn, who has taken on the 

unenviable task of identifying speakers for the monthly programs that are at the heart of the CEMS luncheons.  As 

with the fall conference, Evan Singleton provided excellent service to our membership by providing the context to 

gain CLE credit for most talks. This year has been another banner year with the variety of talks and excellent 

speakers that have made the CEMS luncheons a success, and we look forward to more of you stepping up to either 

present or identify new presenters for 2020 and beyond. 

 This month, CEMS will present a slate of candidates for the Board position at the luncheon.  Nominations 

may be accepted from the floor if one so desires to join the Board.  The election will be held at the annual meeting in 

December during which the elections will be decided by the majority of members present. 

 CEMS is an all voluntary organization that counts on its members to survive, and 2019 is a prime example of 

how our organization continues to grow and thrive.  We also appreciate the cooperation and coordination we have 

shared with partnering organizations, including the Rocky Mountain Association of Environmental Professionals 

(RMAEP) and Colorado Oil & Gas Association (COGA) – we’re all in this together. 

 

Thank you for being a CEMS member, and thanks to all of our event sponsors, participants, 

and committee members – we wouldn’t be able to celebrate the above successes without you! 
 

CEMS Meeting Sponsorships 

 
Sponsors for a CEMS lunch meeting are provided a table where brochures or other materials can be displayed.  

The cost to sponsor a CEMS meeting is $30 for members and $85 for non-members.  The non-member rate 

includes a one-year CEMS individual membership.  Please send your request to sponsor a lunch meeting to 

admin@coems.org. 
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CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE (continued from Page 5) 

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO 

By April D. Hendricks 

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C. 

October 2019 

  

  

Presentation Opportunities for Upcoming CEMS Meetings 
 

The CEMS Program Committee is currently searching for "interesting, topical and 

informative" presentations for our meetings in 2019 and beyond. This is a great opportunity to 

network with your peers, share information and technology, and become more involved with the 

environmental community.  CEMS is interested in an assortment and variety of topics relevant to 

environmental and natural resources professionals. Each monthly presentation is roughly 50 

minutes, followed by a question and answer period.  

If you or someone you know is interested in presenting at our monthly meetings, or 

our annual conference, please feel free to contact our Programs Committee Chairperson, 

Andy Horn at Andy@WestwaterHydro.com. 

 Comments or suggestions from previous meetings, including the Annual Fall Conference, 

are also welcome.  Let us know if we can publish them in the newsletter or website.   
 

 

Looking for a New Position 

CEMS posts many job opportunities on our website. 

 http://www.coems.org/jobs  

If you or your company would like to post to our website, please just send over the job 

description,  

with contact information to admin@coems.org. 

We also will post resumes for our members to help you find new opportunities. 

 Several environmental groups have filed a lawsuit against the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) in 

federal district court in Colorado, alleging that the agency violated the National Environmental Policy Act 

(“NEPA”) by failing to properly analyze the cumulative impacts that new fossil fuel exploration in Colorado 

may have on greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. This lawsuit, filed on October 8, 2019, challenges 

the BLM’s approval of a resource management plan in western Colorado, thereby making over one million 

acres available for oil and gas leasing and development. According to the petition, BLM’s environmental 

impact statement (“EIS”) prepared under the National Environmental Protection Act (“NEPA”) failed to 

properly analyze, study alternatives to, and disclose significant quantities of greenhouse gas emissions and 

ensuing impacts to the climate and the area’s natural resources. The lawsuit contends that BLM approved the 

resource management plan without meaningfully considering alternatives that included more limited oil and 

gas exploration. As a result, according to the lawsuit, the approval of the resource management plan may result 

in the drilling of 3,900 wells over the next twenty years in Garfield, Mesa, Montrose, and Rio Blanco Counties. 

The lawsuit seeks to enjoin the agency from permitting any oil and gas activity to occur until additional 

analyses have been completed under NEPA. 

  

 

http://www.coems.org/jobs
mailto:admin@coems.org
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/energy/dirty_energy_development/oil_and_gas/pdfs/Western-Colorado-BLM-Oil-and-Gas-Petition-for-Review.pdf
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